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AT THE TIME OF

EDWARD 1




~ INTRODUCTION:
The Norman Yoke

Feudalism arrived on the shores of Britain with in
1066 with Willlam, duke of Normandy, and
shortly thereafter William’s defeat of the recently-

crowned Harold 11 of England at the battle of
Hastings ensured that it had come to stay. William, later
known as the Conqueror, was a brilliant and determined
man who carved a strong and stable kingdom out of a
backward wilderness plagued with Viking raids and
internal strife. In the process, he eamed the long-standing
enmity of the Anglo-Saxen native population by
subjugating them into nearslavery and by seizing the
lands of the English nobles to give 1o his own Norman
Supporters,

The basis of the Norman feudal system rested on
the maintenance of a static multi-tiered social order in
which each level owed duties and service to the level above
and, ideally, granted protection and certain services to the
level below. At the top of the ladder stood the monisch,
who owned all the land and was entitled to a large portion
of the proceeds from it. The mext step down held the -
nobles, who were given grants of land to manage by the
king and in exchange were required to make themselves
and their retainers available for military service at the
king’s command. At the bottom were the peasants, who

- did the gctual work on the land (though they owned nione
- of ity and provided food and goods for the nobles,
~receiving their lord’s protection in return. The native
~English referred to feudalism as “‘The Norman Yoke,” in

" reflection of the fact that the feudal system tended to treat
those Towest on the ladder as if they ‘were draft animals




disagreed, -the' adoption of feudalism resulted in several inf:p“értam
benefits to England as'a whole. The most important was security for its
borders against the encroaching Vikings from Norway and Denmark.
The knights and men-at-arms provided by feudalism were much more

effective than the Saxon housecarls against the ﬁetczﬁ

The Normans lords consolidated their grip on the Jand by
- building England's first true castles. Some six hundred years before, the

Qﬂt barbarians;
(Ironically, the Normans themselves were of Viking stock, the word, 3
“Norman” being a corruption of “Northman.”) The second important -_'
benefit was the establishment of a strong central authority in W'i.IN_am‘
the Conqueror, now King William 1, who was capable of organizing the
land and population Into a structure on which to build a true ‘nation
that could hold its own against the powerful monarchies of continental

. Roman invaders had constructed sturdy stone forts in many places in

! southern England, but the native population never adopted their

~ building methods and the Romans’ knowledge of construction left with

them around 400 A.D.

~as one Norman lord put the situation.

. These early castles were military forts and little else. They were: |
- built.entirely of timber, which enabled them to be construgted ;liuielly 3

Once ere
suldiers
lands amun

The Anglo-Saxon failure  to retain this
information was at least partly due to the fact that they saw Jittle need
for it — the Saxons had strong local communities and Htﬂe fear of their
neighbors, despite the frequent Viking raids in the mastai tegions. The
Normans, like the Romans before them, came - “as ébnquerm and
needed strony permanent structures in wh.tch ta house themselves and
‘their belongings “against the fickleness of ﬂ;e-“iﬂ!& ;nd fierce populace,”

Lhey sheltered the Norman 1oxcl, hls.famlty md _
ve hhnn secure place from whktxtondmlrﬂsw the
cnsme. With the castle in phu thelmd coum then

bqin to organize the peasantry along the lines the fcudal.mtem

 dictated, and the peasantry could do little but coqpl

rlx Keﬁdal Engm

”..Hn-' -

o1

intemgmg, ta&med otdetetmlnii& he mlghl he. “';

hmm hundred years after the' battle unms_ﬂngs,

gra dmg.ﬁephm's mmmﬂ:em@ﬁi

Any lowborn with ambition could achieveé
standing only thmugh ioinins the Church, where' his
abilities might gain him advmmment with little regard to
his birth, This si ) , no doubt contributed to the
strength of the medieval church, enabling it to draw
intelligent and energetic men from all walks of life to fill
its ranks. 3

As hard as the feudal system was on the peasants
at the bottom of the ladder, the greater threat to the
systeny's stability came from the middle class of nobles.

~ Undet feudalism, a baron eager for advancement could no
more asplre to @ hrghtrm than a serf could achieve
baronial standing. U;nnke ‘the peasantty; : hnm:ver, the
bamns had sutﬂdent wealth  and power uul. ‘the
temptation to Improve thir fot in’ Tife through force of
drms was a constant source o! turmoil in England during
the Middle Ages. This probién:ﬂﬂgammduly acute when.
the monarch was weak-willed or foolhardy,

The Norman barons first began to. Ué mmme i

¥

_@ﬂng tﬁb‘ielgn of Stephen, “ﬂlIlui’: the C

md‘h@: fgngﬁt delermlnedly Hnauggplﬁi the last &cats of
his @rm secure the thm;%;ﬁs daughter, Matilda.




Stephen had sworn fealty bO‘MatlIda while Henry fived, Bat rl.-eml =

and was crowned on Henry's death. Matilda was a true grmdr:luld of
the Conqueror, sharing his determination if not his gender, and
promptly set about organizing an alliance to enable her to reclaim the
throne. She and Stephen fought almost non-stop for the mneu-en years
of Stephen’s reign, and during that time the bamm. — with the
monarchy preoccupied, powerless and divided against !tseff — ran wild,

During his relgn, Henry | had declared a law stating that no 3

baron was allowed to bulld a castle or fortify his dwelling without a
royal decree, the “license to crenellate.” Henry was well awareof the
danger of allowing the barons to own castles which the king himself
might not be able to congquer, if necessary. The art of castle-building
had progressed steadily and rapidly since'the days of the Conqueror, as
the Norman lords discovered the advantag‘és of stone over timber and
as they acquired new knowledge of building technigues by exposuure to
‘the cultures of the Islamic peoples they encountéted while on Crusade.
At the current state of the technology, the advantage was to the
defender, and therefore a king had to keep the building of castles under
control if he wished 1o remaln secure. This Stephen failed to do.

While Stephen and Matilda qua-u'reled, the barons build
thousands of castles of stone and timber, throwing them up at an
enormous rate by the simple expedient of drafting all the available

peasantry to work on construction, to the point where the all-important

fields went untended as the serfs labored m hﬂl@t for the barons, One
peasant draftee complained bitterly of the barons’ behavior, stating
“They cruelly oppose the wretched men of the land with castle-works.”

While many of these castles were affairs of questionable quality, no few

- of them were quite sturdy and impressive fortresses of stone. Thus -.

o scmmd Iséh]nd thelr stone wall&, the barom lgno.red all decrees nf ﬂle-

private wa;é. often to the great detriment of the Iand and the peasarrtty'
who lived there. The barons commonly wageéd economic warfare by the
simple method of slaughtering all the serfs on an opposing lord’s lands,
thus depriving hﬁﬁ of the income from his &e,]'ds while leaving the
fields themselves essentially unharmed.

The question of ﬁi@ crawn ‘was eventually settled when
Stephen’s only male heir died, causing Stephen to_ give up’ o his
dynastic hopes and declare Matllda’s son Henry his ;uccesmt thereby
‘ending the civil war. Henry was: the son afGeaH"tey. count of Anjou,
called "Plantagenet” for his family’s habit of wearing a q:rrlg of greenery
tucked into their hats. Henry 1T foundad the l’lantmj_lnc of English
kings, also known as the Angevins, ‘after the province where the family.

_France's King Louis VII) g_avehjm control over her vast lands in France
to add to his English kingdom, lending his holdings the attrlbgges ofa
true empire, i

One of Henry's first acts after assuming the
crown was to ride forth with an army and an
impressive array of sicge engines in order to
; deal with the lawless barons and their illegal,
¥ : or “adulterine,” castles. Geoffrey Plantagenet
\ was an engineer and carpenter of well above
\ average ability, a highly literate innovator
who, as well as designing and building
- -.-—.1 ' castles  himself, created _sg\rcral novel
. types of siege engines which his son
\ put to good use in stabilizing his
kingdom and controlling  his
fmcﬂous nobles. Henry's razing of
3 the baronial castles was 50
" thorough that very few ruins of
these buildings remain today.
. The king tealized, as his
\ & grandfnthu hﬂd before
\ *_him, that a stmﬂg baronial
3\ castle divu;ccd legitimate
. - authority
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bhegan. Henry II's marriage tn Eleanor nf Aquitaine (formerly the wife of -




enforce his- decrees. ln mder to neutralize this ever-pm &nger
‘Henry decreed that all castles were henceforth to he considered royal
property, and the local Iords merely tenants whu_ tm}s!he removed at
the king's whim. After that, a baron who digl!asnd Hiﬁt?"&uld find
himself turned out of his home at a moment’s notices =+ 2
- 2T g
Henry did such a thorough job of cowing the barons that they |
_presented relatively little troublé for his sons, Richard and John, when™
‘they followed him to the throne. Richard, the Lionheart, spent ne:kt‘ﬂi .
no time in England, preferring to be off fighting wars in foreign
- countries and leaving his brother, John, to run things at home. When
Richard was killed during one of his numerous battles, John assumed
the throne, but proved a weak and ineffective king. When Philip 1F of
. France seized the lands of Normandy, Bfihany. Anjou, Maine, and
"-'Tomlne from England in 1204, it brought an end to the once-powerful
- Angevin Empire and earned for King ]éhn the ignominious nickname
‘of “Lackland.” With the exception of their: holdlhks in the province of
“Gascony, the powers of England’s Plantagenet kiugs were now emirely '
' removed from the European continent, Vieo Rt

The effects of this abrupt reduction of England's power and
status in Europe were twofold. Predictably, it instilled a hunger {n-many
- of John's successors to reclaim the glory. of the Ethjme a mﬁng that
would eventually lead 1o the Hundred YeargWar The second effect,
however, was more subtle, though its impact On England was nearly as
great as that of her lengthy conflict with the French monarchy. Norman
lords who had lost thelr French holdings began at long last to develop a
«deeper Interest in thelr off-continent lands and lht'pedble who lived on:
them: In: & serlse, It was at this time that the Nermﬂns became tme

mmmmgland and not merely her lorelgu cnnqnerots.

—ii-'[ N -

. xmg‘)oims pﬂWt't\ on the doml’.‘stil: fmnt weme soon to bé
similarly mdnced. Richard's wars had leﬁ}o}m dgeply,jn clehl', forcing
him to turn mau ‘and more to the barons to prmuce the revenue he

required.. The relﬁnm,of the monarchy on thg”ﬁnmns for financial
t

exchange. for their cnopenﬂion cuqvm:ed ihe nobimy mi?they

-~ deserved more of @ say in the running of the hamm-'ﬂmugh John

g “would éscape serious probléms from | m Ww&_ﬂﬁng in

to them whenever troulﬂe-tl:lreatemd —--gﬁlﬁ su ﬁ]’-ismulgn the

Magna Carta in 1215 — he leﬂ:.qu mm:ymréid-
difficult legacy which would: m&’ﬁhﬂﬁmp Engh

war. .

ﬂ E = !!E . 147
England was ruled by a regency during the eieven yem's of

lmu'y 1Il's minority. When the bay king finally took up the reins of

. power in 1227, his unfortunate first action was to embroil England in a

~ series of costly and unproductive wars in France. Henry was heavily
- under the influence of Pope Gregory m. and the barons, already upset
‘.“::by the king's demands for funds for his campaigns, became even more
: ',trrhated by Henry’s subservience to the wishes of the papacy over those
pI his nobles. Henry’s unsuccessful and foolish attempt to seat his son
-: ~on the throne of Sicily, a position granred him by the Pope, proved the
~ last straw. The barons prevailed upon Henry to :fgn a series of
wments the Provisions of Oxford and. Watmimter mileh curtailed
the King’s power and gave much of it into the hmds of the barons
instead. A few qu later, however, the Pope absoly nenmaf his oath

to abide by the Provisions, and Henry @ndia
_-beyond endurance by Henry's display uf
~his people, a group of the most powed‘zﬂ;-

undet the leadership of Simon de Montfort, the m& of Leicester and thc

husband of the ldng’s sister Fleanor

n..!\a

g mws’u@w :

Henry 11I, a 3
bii@erdvil-

i_l_lem Exasperated
for his cou.n'ny and :

1 ]




gave Simon de Mumfon a stmrng and convenient base of npemth:ns
from which to stage his reyolt. ittt

In-an attempt to placate Simon de qutfmt ilé:éié other

rebellious barons, }{enry agreed to submit their qumeunr arbitmtion : :

by King Louis 1X of France, But Louls’ decision, as set forth in the Mise

of . Amiens, was so much in favor of his fellow sovereign that Dc -
Montfort would not accept the terms, and the barons went back to umi =

in May of 1964, the Earl’s forces defeated those of the King at Lewes,
and the king and his son Prince Edward became the prisoners of Simon
de Montfort, who was now, for all practical purposes, the ruler of
England

. Aware that, as an usurper, his rule stood on shaky ground, De
. -Montfort took an unprecedented step. in an effort to gain popular
* support. Although kings before De Montfort’s 'time had summoned
- members of the nobility for discussions on important issues such as

taxes, De Montfort took the idea a step further and summoned not only
* nobles but important town leaders and burgesses m'h]!_i'_ governmental
seat for council, The councils were given the name of parlement, French
for “discussion.” Later, the word was changed: to Par']ia’rﬁ-g:ﬁt. Although
it could not be sald that everyone in England had representation in this
new government, it was a large step in the right dtv!éﬂbn

Simon de Montfort's rule was o, Eé‘?é;f[prl, however. In May
1265 some of his former supporters among the powerful Welsh border l
barons (or “Marcher lords”, as they were called), «changed sides and
assisted the twenty-six year old Prince Edward to escape his captivity.
_The prince pwmpt]y rallied the Royalist forces and, in August of th.e =
same year, trapped De Montfort and a small tracmm of his ﬁmep
behind: tiig’giﬁ’rcr Severn, The large army on the. way o relieve lhqr‘r‘.m;i
and his men falled to arrive in time, and De Montfort, his son, and his
men were. killed at Bmhnm. restoring the- Eng‘ﬁ.sh throfie to the
Plantagenet line, ‘Bmugh trouble with De Montfort's suppoﬂzu would
continue for a few yaam they were ineffective withnn‘t the Earl's adroit

0]

sadership. The forces stationed at mighty Kenilworth castle, however,
~would withstand a- siege by Edward's forces for over a year, yfetd[ﬁgonly
when food ﬁupplles‘ fan short & and !ht:prinse oﬁu‘ed ﬂlemlnnlem terms
“of surrender. A SET et

And yet, De ‘Montfort’s eﬁnm ish menarchy
had not been entirely in vain: F For one thlng. hlsd ‘of Henry and.
later defeat by Edward led to the I'ﬂm:c s ascendance over his fath.er.
~from that point on, Edward was the true ruler of England, though his
_ senile father would live on, king in name only, for another seven years.
Edward’s capabilities as a ruler far outshane those of his father, both in
tl;e military and administrative arenas of medieval government. Edward
put down the last of the rebellious forces, made peace with the rest of
* ' the barons, and set about drumming his father's government into shape
. without delay. In addition, Edward was sufficiently impressed with De
. Montfort’s ideas on governing that he adopted a number of them,

e _l_ncludlrlg the idea of a broader-based parliament.

W’ithin fwe years after the battle of Evesham, Edward felt his
rlein England was stable enough that he took up the cross and went
* off to Crusade in Eurape, the last Engﬁsh monarch to do so. TWo years
" after his departure, Henry 1Il passed on, and the throne became
Edward's in name was well as in fact. S0 mnﬁdent ‘was Edward that
~ order would be: maintained in his absence that he 'deliyed his return to
England by many months and spent the timc u;vellns about Eumpe
making state visits to many of the contis o ;
toward home. His confidence was mll—lcmndad for he came back toa

kingdom as quiet and well-behaved as it had been when he left.




= unite all the kingdoms nt:Bmﬂn uuder one mje — m!rw!y, his. ﬂmlng X
the subjugation of Wales, he created lasting monuments to his réign in
- the magnificent mya.lca;tles he amed rubehmlt m mc land he

"*" ._.'»u -

- mnque:ed _ "--'.:‘ T3S ig:

In  many ways, Edward I {nlckmmed
“Longshanks,” possibly: for his height) was
 the Ideal medieval king. H&o@& Eaglxsh

IhLE[tiLlﬂﬁ!ihM et ""- “-

ofWalai on the'
western edge of Britain was dh'ided into Mo secdm “The south of
Wales had been gradually invaded and faken over during the twelfth
century by the Norman “Marcher Lords”, who carved out, s.lzahle
holdings for themselves in the Welsh mountains and ruled thm m.-.as

., almost without regard to the king, The north of Wales remained in thé

: h;ands of the Welsh princes, who were vassals of the English crown in
.prmuplc hut who were In practice as Independent as the Marcher lords

+ of the royal will.

wuhjn tlu- borders ofﬁ&‘irm kmsdoma
Although he had shown some eévidence: of mthlcss
tvrannical behavior when younger, while on the thmne hé
surrounded himself with capable and sensible mihlsm
and, unllke many another monarch, actually paid heed to
their advice, The result was a strong and declslVE
monarchy, tempered by intelligence and moderation.

Toward the end of hisreign, death would rob him
of the support of some of his best ministers andfalso of his
= intelligent, sensible, loving and beloved wife, Eleanor of
Castile, Without their ameliorating influence, many of
Edwatd'’s worst traits came to' the foreground, and he
became more intemperate, rash; and vidb\,lg to his enemies
and his subjects. Nevertheless, for the most part his reign
was a model of smooth, fust, and effective. feudal
administration. He established the so-called “Model
Parliament” based on the; one Sinm _de Momfoﬂ had
summoned, and made [t a.n nf&dai part ‘of the medieval -
government., He made m.myomgmpon.am legal reforms
as well, earning himself” the name of the “English
Justinian.”

. The growing strength, unity, and wealth of England under
‘Edward’s kingship would likely have doomed Welsh independence
" pefore much longer in any case, but the matter was brought to a head
~earlier than necessary by the actions of the region’s ruler, Prince
Llywelyn ap Gruffudd of Gwynedd. Uymtyu had taken advantage of
the chaos during the Barons’ War to expand the size of his territory and
strengthen his mnuenc-.- in the Wales-England bq;ger regions., One of
* Edward's first acts after his coronation was to n:quw that Llywelyn pay
) him formal homage as the head of a vaml state, not an unreasonable
g | request on Edward’s part. Liywelyn maneuvered to avoid performing
i " this duty, however, perhaps out of a suspicion that Edward was
conspiring with Llywelyn's exiled brother David to put David in
Liywelyn'’s place. His excuses and delays continued for four years while: :
-°Edmd’spajimsmw shorter. The ﬁmumachbemttﬁq_tm men. ..
am'ﬂn&j- Edwald‘gr ficet seized a ship hound : cmytﬁﬁ_
i ter of Sunomft Mnnlﬁ:fn : tenégdurjfe

2 © On the military front, Edward’s. accompllshments :
wem equally noteworthy. The 16ss Of most. of‘the English -~
“ctown's French lands in King Juhn’: day had limited

'"!dlntd's “opportunities for expansldﬂ there, and the

: ending of tlle Crusades climlnated the ncc:ssii}f uﬁscnd!ng

b ? mvmmd supplle& off to distant lands in suppdh of the

Cruss; '_' ly, Edward’s eye fell on the territories of

nelstmudng Wales and Swuancl. ‘lh‘e‘catne his amblnon 1o

:d@kabq@mdmmmgmnppmmmwngme
- problem of his uﬁ&mﬁuﬁw vassal His ﬁmﬁ_gicmd into Llywelyn's

-4




—stronghold, the province of‘ﬁmnedd b}r mveung along lhe-rno:th
coast of Wales, supported by an army of laborers who clearalwms for
the siege engines, and protected by Edward’s powerful fleet sailing just
offshore. Edward- had secured the assistance of the Marcher lords
(several of whom had aided him against Simon de Montfort a decade
prévious) to move their forces in on Gwynedd from the south. Faced

with Edward’s clear determination to bring North Wales into line, if; '

necessary by deposing Liywelyn and replacing him with his btmhet.

Llywelyn backed down and gave in to Edward’s demands with only o

token resistance. The Treaty of Conway forced Llywelyn to give up the
territorial gains he had made after the Barons' war, swear fealty to
Edward as overlord, and pay a large fine (which was later rescinded.) In
exchange, he got Edward’s forbearance, and the return of Fleanor de
Maontfort,

=

This difficulty with Llywelyn convinced Edward that a more
permanent solution to the problem of Wales had 1o be devised. Castle-
building became the answer. Each castle would provide a. secure
permanent garrison for English troops, as well as an administrative
center which could be used to control the locals and Keep & watchful
eye on their activity for new signs of um'esl “The cnslles could also be
used as supply depots and arsenals for Edward’s army if he should be
forced to send in troops again in the future. Ezhvard acquired the
services of a master engineer and mason fronl Savay, James of St.

George, and put him to work designing the fortresses that Edward -
hoped would keep Wales pacified. The King W no expense or effort

— the royal coffers were opened wide to provide funding for the

project, and workers were drafted from all over England and shipped'in - |
to provide labor. The castles of Builth, Aberystwyth, Flint, and

Rhuddlan were begun during those years, all but Builth located on the —
* north ¢ast of Wales, at the edge of the sea from which they could: ber =

suppued aﬁd s:q: hy Edward’s mighty fleet if attacked.

Platls fOl‘ som.éﬂf these castles called for walled law'ps.to be
~ constructed: next to the castle proper, towns that would be. settled by
English colonists.: 'ﬂxis infusion of non-Welsh blood would su'quthen'

3 Edward's ablllty to mle M-tuﬂmries, md wnh fime and ltmk. the

puesénce of the t:astles and towns mlgpt have a gentler effecl on the

: gc-ods for the whole art.-a, thus recun‘cmné-ﬂu w&[ﬁ somewhat to their

TIGE

~although he made one final attempt toa\q:rt mpy offering Llywelyn:

_against the Erlgljsh king.

..atla:g-;.
David’s ﬂa uaﬂmh!etraitor —-ﬁmmlﬂshmtheg,wd then to the

domination by the English and providing a- hasis for true. unity The

process of constructing a castlé took many years, han»tr and before -

the work could be finished, uaum&ﬁmd up again.

The Second Welsh War

Edward's intuition that the peace in Wales stood on shaky
ground was correct. Although Llywelyn had been cowed, at least
temporarily, the Welsh people resented the terms of the treaty forced on

‘them. Keenly aware that Edward’s castles, once completed, would

drastically hurt their chances of successfully rebelling, they wasted few
opportunities to make their dislike of the situation known. A clause in

= the Treaty of Conway that put certain legal matters in the hands of
_English judges proved a particular source of dissension. Accusations of
-~ judicial bias arid corruption ran rampant. In March of 1282, Llywelyn's

tempestuous brothier David took matters into his own hands when he

* seized and imprisoned the Justiciar of North Wales in Hawarden Castle,

which Fdward had given to him for his assistarice against his brother in
the first conflict. This time, however, David and Llywelyn were united

-

Edward immediately began rajsing‘ r:j; mercenary anmy again,

an English earldom if he would submit. This time, Llywelyn stood firm

Ty

against Edward’s pressure, and his ﬁmle courage. cost him his life. He

‘was slain in battle by the forces of the Marcher lords less than a year

later. After gu’i. the Welsh lost heart and Edward mmigqa.w occupy

L et ST

North Wales with little difficulty. David, the yomsa&tmtha remained
une of 1283 before being: captured by Edward's troops.

English mug hmmlful brought out Edward’s vicious streak; the Welsh
princeling was Eﬁ'hun; until almost dead, then cut down and
disemboweled mtthifn hacked into pi:m -Iﬁ’snead displayed on




“the Tower of London. In 12“ tbc Statute of Rhuddlan was &cland in
which Wales lost its status as a principality and legal]y became: x"part of
England.

This second revolt spurred Edward to. grentettﬂofh lo secure
lasting control and peace in Wales, and he ordered work begun. on three -
more castles, even grander and more awe-inspiring thm the first set,
From this event came three of Edward's greatest works — the castles of
Caernarvon, Harlech, and Conway. As with Flint, Rhuddlan, and
Aberystwyth, these new castles would be located on the coast of North
Wales, overlooking the sea. 4 I

Problems would continue in Wales for some years thereafter —
most notably the bricf uprisings in 1287 and 1294 — but as each of
Edward’s new castles was completed and occupied, the ablility of the

“Welsh to uproot the invading English grew less. Flint and Rhuddlan
. were finished in 1286, Harlech in 1287, and Conway in 1288. In
. addition to bullding his own royal castles, Edward helped finance the
. bul‘l.d.lng of sa-called "lordship” castles for his earls; including Denbigh,
- Hawarden, Holt, and Chirk. He remodeled and strengthened older
castles at Shrewsbury, Montgomery, and St. Briavels, and also taok over
and improved upon the captured Welsh: castles of ‘Dolwyddelan,
Criccieth, and Castell y Bere. The uprising in 1294 resulted in the
commissioning of Beaumaris castle, which, alunf: \él_.th Ciﬁ&tarvon.
Harlech, and Conway, completed Edward’s “big four” castles,

b =T

Edward’s ehain of castles enabled him to create a lasting peace :
in Wales. But the cost of their construction was enormous, both In.
money and in the amount of labor required, The price of peace in Wales. |
was so high ‘l‘l!ar it arguahly cost Edward any chance of securing a
similar peace in Sc by the same methods, In fact, muneybegan _“::'
run short 15""“ beﬁag;..:ém:e of Edward's most ambitious pro]ecn in-

‘Wales were completed — and as a fesult, the castles at Caernarvon and
- Beaumaris were naver?&nishrd, althaugh both were inhabited and ‘used
_ nevertheless. !

] 'if:.h .'

Scotland’s miaﬂunshlp with Englm'ld had been an- inmmhtml

~ one almost from meﬂmes:uﬂandnm mlﬁedgﬂmﬂon in the ninth

y A vl

Pit century, Border clashes were fréquent, though usually brief; with the

kings of Scotland moving into. and out of ‘vassalage to England’s
sovereign seemingly with the tideu"fhe level of Smf;:antonnmy varied
according to the relative strengths of the Scottish and Eﬂgllsh monarchs:
during any given era, fron total independence to uncasy “subjugation.
At the time Edward’s reign began, Scotland had been cffgg‘tii*él?
independent for about a century, since the time that William the Lion
‘réfused to pay homage to Henry Il and went unpunished. In 1286, the

~ nation’s stability was jeopardized by the accidental death of King

‘Alexander [l which left the throne in the possession of his only child,

- an infant daughter called Margaret, the Maid of Norway. Edward,

- sensing an opportunity, arranged a marriage between Margaret and his

-~ six year old son and heir, Edward. Had things gone according to plan,

Eb by virtue of this act Edward 1l would have been the legal ruler of both

- England and Scotland when he came of age. Unfortunately, Margaret

| died somewhat mysteriously during the séa voyage from her home in
~ Norway to Scotland, leaving the throne of Scotland emptg_ '_

No fewer than thirteen individuals it te'!y stepped
~forward to claim the right 1o rule. After umc.h argumeht and
investigation, the field was narrowed down 1o two men, John Balliol

~and Robert Bruce. To decide the question, the Scots noblemen asked -

‘Edward, in his position as nominal overlord of Seotland, to choose
between the two claimants. As pat of their request, they gave Edward
the power to nll!‘fl'l Scotland until the succession dispute was resolved.
~ This. took: lhrée years, during which time English law prévailed in
Scm!un&‘ awenmany, Edward decided in favor at ;lohn Ea!iiol. and he

was amoi@g!y crwndshmtly themaﬁet. i




“authority, he found thal-;bm of hls nobles wok theim dispntes mstea

to Edward’s court at Westminster, proving that Balliol was imable to -

‘assert his sovereignty. cwgr his own subjects, In- 1293, Bdwa:d made a
grave diplomatic error by munmoxrlhg the Scothsli king to England in
order to anSwer a com;ﬁaint brought by one of the Scols»—nohlllty.
Balliol went, but his pride was lethally injured. When ﬁdwmd went to
war against Philip IV of France in 1294 over Edward 's lands in Gascony,

Balliol seized the opportunity to make an alliance with the Fren: i

himself.

Edward, of course, could not tolerate his vassal King ma'i‘.lng an
alliance’ with an enemy. He called home some of his troops from
Gascony, supplemented them wlth mote  mercenaties, and then
marched on Scotland in exactly the sime way he had marched on
Wales vears before, His armies moved straight up the coast, supported
by the English flect hovering off-shore. Before the year was out, Balliol
had been forced to abdicate, and Edward had ridden back home to

~ England in triumph carrying with him the Scots’ beloved relic, the
Stone of Scone. The Earl of Surrey was'left in charge of Scotland so that
Edward could turn his full attention to the problem of France. Edward
planned ‘a program of castle-building in the Cheviot Hills on the
Scottish border, but had neither the funds nor the energy to make a
wholesale effort as he did in Wales, and so the endeavor remained a
plan only.

Less than a year later, the Scots rose in revolt under the

leadeérship of Sir William Wallace, a brilliant leader but a man of
humble birth who had united with Robert Bruce, grandson of the man

who lost out to John Balliol in {he race for the ¢rown. Wallace and
Bruce practwut effective guerrilia warfare against Edward's fnu:es for the

betmrpmtofangnﬂﬁdwa:dmtumedandonceaplninm&.

Scotland. Mthough fm of arms succeeded in @stuﬂngorder neither

Wallace nor Bruce werd‘captuued guaranteeing that the peace “;t;uld be
short-lived, Two years later Edward was back waging war lnmhnd

© against Wallace, and. agalnmeywtftez that.andagain two mnre years
- down the road. In 1204 Edward managed. bocome to a k}pd nf
3 l.b-

4 S
. asnement with ‘most. o(_tbf Swts nobﬂlty,, (=
John Comyn the Red of Badenoch and aobert Bruce, whi(:h the
nobles gave homage to Edward and- ‘Scotland ~again cg,m&hnder'ingllsh
" law. A new compromise adminiﬂrﬂﬁm sef’lfp whm'ln a ruling

council composed mostly of Scots- with & few “of - “Edward’s
representatives would rule Scotland u tmdct an iﬁhtu;amtian largely
separate from that of E.ngiand‘.“l'ﬁ s@ﬁﬁﬂmt self-rule
but still kept them within the mnlwlof. the Enylsh crqm At meume, 3
it seemed a compromise that both parties could live with. The cnptur.t
“and execution of William' Wallace (killéd in much the same rnaunet as
David ap Gruffudd, hut for far less reason) a year later seemed wdugcr
@1[ for the new order in Scotland. 3
_ In 1306 the tenuous peace was shattered when John Comyn
_and Robert Bruce engaged in a quarrel that ended in Comyn's death.
_The incident seemed to jmpel Robert Bruce to return to the extreme
':' position he had abandoned earlier, and he managed to bring together
f="t the Scots nobility under his lead In yet another hid for Scots
e !ndépemknce. Bruce had an advantage Wallace had been denied — as
- he was of noble birth, the other nobles supported hls Jeadership in a
way they had never done for the mmmoné.t Wallace. Prince Edward
~ promptly marched north at the head. of his father's army'ﬂnd engaged
Bruce's troops, but Bruce escaped, to fise again and resume the &gtn the
following year. This time the'king himself marched out to settle with
Bruce, but it was one campaign tod many fnr the &ging king; he died on .
- the trip just before crossing the bcdﬁﬁlt‘_; ¢ The war wuuld
~continue on for another seven years | undet Edward 11 befare the young
king, less militarily adept than his father, muld suffer a decisive and
trushing defeat at the Battle of Bannockburn. With' ﬂgt loss went the
Jast ho;ge of ﬁp:um Scotland under F.ngusli rule hy Tw:e myﬂme
_m}“’-‘r_::ﬁ-_ 2 e .
= ,r _
tﬁ‘axﬁm& to subdue Scotland mmy pew subdued
: nges rose from several sources, not all under s contiol. Scotland was
: U : rugged — it




from gathering the needed men and resources by ]';nglands
strapped financial  state, bmught an- b}l Tils. profligate
spending in Wales and the simultaneous 'war with France
over Gascony. Scotland also possessed more  effective
leadership in William Wallace and Robert Bruce than Wales

reign, he might perhaps have taken and held it, By the time

he actually made his move, however, it was a classic case of
too little and too late. In a sense, it was
' history's loss that he failed to
implement his plan of castle-

- building in Scotland. If he had,
“later generations might have had
the opportunity to walk through

the ruins of more magnificent
castles such as Caernarvon, Conway,
Harlech, and Beaumaris. But
despite what might
have been, Edward
Vs legacy is
' splendid enough
for any one
monarch, and
the remains of
his works stand

reminder of

in England during
the :_nime ages.

i

to exert lasting control on the region. Edward was. pﬁéented

did in the unfortunate Llywelyn and his traltorous brother.

Had Edward gone after Scotland at the start of his

as a lasting
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In the hnro.lmndmd yeau. between wﬂliam the
Gonque:or md l ‘the art ‘of castle
construction came into its ‘own. Struettires that
began as mg_@ woodern hutsﬁg_pm shelter the
hardened warriors of the Conqueror’s invading: -
army  developed - into - sturdy -and. defensible ”_

wooden towers, in nfhlt:h a lord might live with reasonable
sectrity and minimal comfort, then into timber and stone
permanent constructs, and fmnally into the imposing
fortresses. well-known from many a historical novel,
romance, and fantasy.

The rapid developments in castle design were
driven by the demands of the almost constant warfare of
the period. The Norman invaders In England, and the
El'igllsh invaders in Wales, both required castles for
protection from:the resentful natives, while the nobles of
Europe needed them for protection against outside
aggres'slon. Experience led to-many design. lmpmvéments

— for example, when attackers began to ‘use fire as a
weapon against the earfy timber casﬂes. the builders
turned to stone instead as a buildl'ng ‘material, It was
harder to work with, and made for much slower
construction, but it was sumwge:’ﬂlan wood, and more
importantly, not flammable. Further progress came about
through exposure to the advanted construction techniques
of the older civilizations in the middle cam The use of
'va\ﬂtlng to strengthen ceilings and roofs and the switch
ﬁmn the square keép to the moge d,efensib!e and

= ..-,eeonomlcll round keep both came into- common use

.u..-r-

the time of the Crusades, when nobles were

“+ exposed 1o the work of othier cultures and saw the benefits

in tﬁeﬁudesigns. It became very cummog{or a lord to take
his mﬂmmasuu and castle engineet {tmally a smith'or a

. .n-v .
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carpenter) along with Iun':fii_' “rus
the works of the !nﬁdel ﬁnﬁhaﬂd and !,me fmm them..

As castle de:lgn progtuﬁﬂ. MWW becarne
more comfortable places to 1ive, although théy wet! y never
pleasant by modern standards. But medicval Imﬂs d 10 exercise
caution when making modlﬁeﬂioﬁs‘m the castle for comfort’s sake; argx

3 order At &wy mtghz mdy

such change carried with it the danger of undercutting the castlé’s main
purpose, that of defense from attackers. Any change that adéed <

convenience for the dwellers in the castle also added cnnveniem;é ‘for
the enemy, -

Castle Evolution
The first type of Norman dwelling large enough and permanent
enough to warrant the name “castié” was the timber military fort
- known as the motte and bailey: The motte was an earthen mound, on

- which the main tower of the fort was built. The tower, residence of the

~ lord and his ﬁmﬂy, was a simple affair by later standards, usually a
squat two-story wooden building sumunded by a Em.'c of sharpened
wooden posts 1o repel hostile natives. Asound the base of the ‘mound
the builders dug a deep ditch for further protection, A fenced palh lead
down to the round, flat bailey enclosure, constructed at the. Eout of the
mound, The bailey, fenced and surrounded by a _ﬂﬁ: lﬁm the tower,
held quarters for the household servants and the. soldle:s of the garrison -
plus livestock pens and other necessary buildings; such as the smithy.

The greatest strength of a motte and bailey castle was the

swiftness with which it could be constructed. With all of the lord's -

followers taking a hand, the timber could be cut, shaped, and nailed. -

!mo plaﬂe withln a slqgig summer. In a newly-conquered land, spg:d

was of the essence (if the Normans were to be able to hold whct ﬂﬁj’hw

hadtazené:;,_ % ; =

Aﬁ&e from the‘ir ease of construction, the early timber n:astles
had little to recommend I:txem 'l’he wooden fenices could be easily
breached by famurs with axes or slmply bl.gned down. Timbeér a!so

- enceinte castle was thé hole in the wall t

thé ground. The thnber ru_t {and thué Lhmatnf ulasmph{cf' '  ’
the fomase that camemth it mmu t‘be'hlormn-ﬁvﬂ to-turn to nsing

than timber, but as tlme woremmﬂuﬂly replaced
ofthewoodmthetuwermxﬂlwuﬁﬁbmamm ad- :
over to the new building material. As the Nofmans’ gamml oh:r the“i
‘natives increased, they became more ablé to- draft the amount. uf Iahor .
‘necessary to quarry, dress, and . move larger amounts ‘of smnetn the
castle site. Naturally, this forced servtcg-d}d not endear the natives to

- their new lords, and neither did thgpmr:ﬂm of appropriating desirable
laud and tearing down any native ‘houses that happened to already be
‘on it in order to make room for the lord's new dwelling. The locals

~ seized any opportunity to try to sabotage castle construction, much to

lhﬂannoyame of the lords, Nevertheless, the towers went up.

S During ﬂ.‘.e first few Crusades, the Norman engineers
ﬁﬁweted thcmncept of the enclosed, or encelinte, castle, with the

mam tower: surrounded by a single or double curtain wall made entirely

of stone: fiine or ten feet thick. Inside the wall, shel!.eted space was
available for all the people, animals, and structures tl'ultWehr formerly
kept inside the relatively unprotected bailey. The weakest. ‘polnt of an
whlc:rl people and
goods traveled, and it therefore became the focus of a great deal of. -
attention by castle designers in the early. twi]hpmm Many of the

* standard devices of castle defense were created around this time as a

means of protecting the vulnerable entrance. Dry ditchies  still

_._!.-urwuuded most castles (the use of water. would not begin for some
_detadam},wt now they were crossed on a drawhﬂdgg,mhlm could
 be-pulled mremnwdenﬁrelymmdmwofbyg_;;

exmamn 'mmy urdy gates miade of lmw wood were

= '_addnd, as- , & lattice of Wood:mﬁgd with iron and

-' placed in e samcmmmmm got pas@j;l_;i‘ﬁmt wall would then
have to waste ﬁﬁ‘r hunting !ot' the. semnd.!ntmpce Sometjmes the




located on the far end of the drawbridge meant to keep attackers from
gaining control ofthabrlgga bernwn muldbemthcy-pm 23

An enceinte castle was a puretjr pm«ed_w -lﬁ-ﬂle castle
was attacked, its unly pnrposeamh haid off th unﬂl rdieI
could arrive from elsewhere to chase them off. The i tantg of lhe»
castle could do nothing but sit and try to wait out theil' madm. The ;~
main tower was always located In the center of the walls, as Eaf away?
from any threat as possible, and was usually square, this beingﬂm }
easiest shape to bulld with blocks of stone. At some point, however, an
engineer away on Crusade with his lord discovered the advantages of a
circular tower: It had no corners for r@ams or picks to catch on, no “dead
ground” at the comers which could not be easily fired into' by
defenders, and it provided more romn_ms_lﬂ-é the tower for the amount

_of stone used. Soon, every new castle had a round tower. The main

tower was referred to as a donjon, the word "keep” not coming into use

~ until the sixteenth century, In time, “donjon” bécame the word used 1o
describe a pnliwh.tly secure tower — one often used to hold criminals,
giving English the modern word dungeun. ' s

The enceinte castle was the standard for the czn&ry before the
reign of Edward 1. Edward’s castles, however, show g,madteﬂ,change in
design intent. Instead of merely sitting and waiting for their attackers to
give up or be defeated by an outside force inhabitants of Edward’s
castles would be able 1o take an active handh detending themselves
and their lands. Historically, the castles of Edward's day were midway
between the Norman military forts and the showy castle-palaces of the
later Middle Ages, Edward’s castles showed Improvements intended to
increase the eé;il‘lfo'rg level of life in his castles, and yet the designs leave
no doubt 'that the fu'stﬁoal of these structures was successful mﬂit:qr i:

_ :mnmng,m first l:astle bnut th ithe! sty!e assoclated mm
* Edward was not ﬁ‘y(lt'by the king himself, but by Gilbert de Glate; a

powerful Welsh Mamher lord. De c:are's:astle. illy, mcurpomted

fermeumanegﬁnhlzﬁs,l!tool’._nadymnemnh' :
- Bdward himmﬂnmwmm@t mianand :
" consciously imitated it In mmﬁlmﬁumw :
The most lmprﬁslve I'eﬂ};&nf. Wﬂ?‘ﬁ'
powerful combined keep and gz is¢, The mﬂn
being located in the center of the wafls was moved up;n ﬁmouﬂh paﬂ"'-
of the wall itself, enabling the denizens of the tower to take an active |
~part in the castle’s defense and providing extra room for the defqnn}v*é :
machinery of the gatehouse, The main tower was too tall to be'scaled
* by mobile assault towers, and the ganu were thick enough to withstand
g ‘great number of hits from the standard torsion catapults of the day.
* Before reaching the keep, however, attackers first had to contend with
. thecastle’s other great defense — Its hpg!, Water-filled moat. De Clare's
;; castle-builders had engaged in @ remarkable feat of medieval
:ﬂnglneerlng, digging a deep ditch around the castle, reinforcing it, and

'. iheq dammmgmd diverting a local tiver to fill it, creating a small
3 aﬂtﬁlal lake. $dw:ml also admired another aspect of the castle’s design

'E',-.. ﬂ'.e pleasmg synitnetry of “its floot plm, a symmetty he copied in
semal ‘of his own castles such as mmarmn and, especially,
‘Beal.lmarls. (.aerphilly's main attﬂbules wm.lll.’f thns“become the
standards for Edward’s Waelsh casﬂm. although not every feature would |
“be found on every one: the powerful and hﬂvuy‘uefmded gatehouse
tower, the extensive water defenses, the ambitibm size, the multiple.

- ¢oncentric outer walls, and, usually, the 11

The bullcllng of one of Edward’s: wﬂns mpk thousands of
peuple. At the top of the work order woul((be th&um:er engineer (in.

;; Edward's casé, always the brilliant Master James of St Georsr-} Under
“him- de of master craftsmm*ﬁumms, mortarers,

ﬁ'__-"_-"mum plumbers, m d;ggé&j ‘each of whom

: ed & crew of more junior craftsmen. The most numerous
wo:lmrs, and thq&i;lven the lowest rcgm:l (wﬂﬂw were themmon'
hbormuhoh%ﬂoneanddmherandpmﬂdqim for the rest of
the workers. m%mmmmm@ﬁwmmm :

: on the klng‘s rzﬁ ﬁurlng t!'u: mmmm_r, hﬂﬁ‘ﬂt fields- raquimd the
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all labor was paid for (at l-st-as Tlong as the King's coffers held ndﬂ The
~ large amount of money required faﬂhe “effort mgamgxed through

"~ taxes, land rents, sales of ltvutdck nﬁ'.pmdu&!, ,a:ng 'thg persunal

savings of the king, == e
. x r-‘ —‘.. P /
To build a strong andm(&!sihle wsﬂe, tlmmimﬁ engincer ﬂmt._ _
had to choose a good location. An engineer looked for a number of ©
~ things in a castle site, and tried to get as many of them as he possibly |
could in one place. A flat expanse of rock- made an excellent base fora :
castle, as it provided support for heavy stone walls and prévented
nnatkers from digging underneath them to gain entry. Geagraphically,

tﬁe castle was most useful when phced near a town center (to keep

wau:h and control over the local population) or near a militarily

= stmtegic point such as a high hill or a river ford. Another good choice,

=

- -lnlght be to build on the site of an older Norman or even Roman fort —

1hese were often already placed at strategic locations, had the land pre-
‘Tevaeled and might even have intact and usable foundations to build on.
7 lﬁhe site jtself wasni't usable (perhaps because of the earthen mound,
which usuall'y wasi't sturdy enough to support the weight of thick
stone - walls), - it _often proved a vahnble source for good: stone,
“sometimes already cut and dressed. Bﬁ}ldlng a castle byﬂle sea was also
desirable when possible, as the ocean provided an’excellent matural
~ bartier to invasion from one direction and, if the residents of the castle
had allies with ships, the castle could be resupplied indefinitely in the
case of a siege. Nearly all of Edward’s asué-'!lﬁ'e built by the sea for
" just this reason, to enable him to use his powerful fleet to best :
advanlage for support and supply in case of o attack,

.A..

TP ﬁmcess of constructing !he castie would hﬁe at least four

- or-ﬁ!f! w.ﬁ'snnd often much longer. Two.of Edwgd's‘mmt ambmwr
2 von and Beaumaris, were: m&edﬁnibtwer forty years

: etely finished, al:hough theym inhabited and used

desplte tha;;ng:k could not be done in the n:tnter as the cold.w:.hter

* would cause tlt& mortar to crack. and weﬁkm the walls. Common

“laborers were hmﬂo come by dm‘lng the and fall, whnn d%ey
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the barons during the anarchy of Stephen’s reign did nol: concern
themselves over distrupting the work of the farmers, Edward was 4 wiser
fuler and moderated his demands ta 3 more reasonable lgch This
meant that most of the work on the castle 'had to take place during a
few months each year. The most common building: material was
sandstone, quarried locally, ¢ut into  square blocks, dressed by,
smoothing the four outer edges (leaving the inner and outer faces
rough), and then hauled to the building site by cart, The blocks were
jained with mortar made of ime, sand, and water. The tower would e
roofed with slate, or, if the builder were rich enough, lead.

The craftsmen would first construct wooden témporary
buildings on the castle site, to house the workers while the building
progressed. Next, they would begin work on the outermost wall,
starting with the towers which would join and strengthen the

" individual wall sections. If the castle was to have 4 town attached to it,
* ps at Rhuddlan; the towers for the town walls would be begun at the

same time, Each of these towers stood about ten feet higher than the
wall itself, which might be up to forty feet in height. The three rooms
inside the tower, used for storage and as a place for guardsmen to sleep.
and eat, could only be entered through two doors. The first one was
placed at ground level inside the wall, and the secoﬂd at the top of the
tower 1o give access to the walkway running alrmg‘the top of the wall
around the castle’s perimeter. The towers were shaped like horseshoes,
round In front to give no purchase to' picks orﬂms. and square in back
for case of construction. At top- level, the back of the tower might be
deliberately left open to leave a gap in the walkway which was usually
bridged by a wooden plank. If attackers gained the top of the wall, the
‘boards would be taken down, isolating that part of the wall and keeping

* the hmders-fmm moving from tower to tower along t! the wall-walk. The! .

outer 3atetnuse would be built at the same time as the towers, its
design basically that of two larger than normal horseshoe towers. built
close together with & narrow passage between. A structure would: be

- constructed between the two towus above the passage, to house the

gate and portculﬁsu

(
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Once the towers were complete, the walls themselves would be -
built. Each wall begarn as a hollow shell with inner and outer faces made
of cut and dressed blocks of stonie fitted snugly together. When the shell

“was complete, the several feet of empty space between them would be

filled with broken chunks of rock, pebbles, and rubble, arid then a large
amount of lime puured in to turn:the rubble into & single solid mass.
Walls constructed this way were remarkably strong and difficult to
batter down. The completion of the towers and outer wall was an
important prerequisite for the construction of the rest of the castle, as it
helped to keep the unruly natives away from the workers and prevented
them from sabotaging the effort. The' Welsh undesstood, like the
English had before them, that the construction of a castle represented a
1ong-term loss of their hope for indépendence, and they could therefore
beé counted on to cause problems with the project when given half a
chance.

When the outer wall was finished, the workers next built the

~inner wall, making it five or ten feet higher than the first wall so that

archers could fire ffom both walls at the same time if necessary. As with
the onter wall, the towers and the gatehouse were built first and the
walls used 1o join them afterward. The inner gatehouse was a massive
reinforced double tower, similar in design to the outer gatehouse but
much larger and more impressively defended. In addition to being the
main point of the castle’s defense, the inner gatehouse towers also held
most of the important rooms of the castle, including the living quarters
for the lord and his family. The inner gatehouse would enclose several
iron-bound doors that travelers would have to pass through to gain
entry, plus at least two portcullises (one at either end of the passage),

and would have a deep pit just inside the first doot. Normally, the end

of the drawbridge would cover this pit, but with the drawbridge pulled
up, the drop was revealed, presenting yet another challenge to any-

would-be castle stormers. The roof over the passageway spofted
numemus""murder holes” through which the tower's residents could
poke speats, shoot arrows, or drop any number of interesting and

x dangerous thlngs onto invaders trying to work their way thruugh the

multiple gatehouse barriers. The last link in the castle’s defense would

k-
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e created by digging a dlu.h amund the Last!e. up to thirty feet decp,
and then, if possible, damming or diverting a local source of water to

fill it in, creating a moat.

The castle could be inhabited any time after the inner wall and
gatehouse tower were finished, but the lord and his. fp'mily more often
preferred to wait until more amenities had been added, These would
usually include a covered great hall for feasting , built into the side of
the inner wall to save on stone, and a chapel of some sort, The rest-of
the buildings in the inner courtyard of the castle — stables, k_cnnels.
servants’ quarters, smithy, and so on — would be made of timber and
wotld go up quickly. A coat of lime whitewash was often added to the
outside of the castle, giving it the appearance of a solid mass of stone
and adding to its ability to inspire awe in the peasantry. The courtyard
and grounds outside the castle might be landscaped to create'a flower

garden for the lady of the castle, & small park for strolling, and a

Mt

jousting yard for the lord’s knights. At that point, the lord, his family,
and his retinue would move in and take command of the castle and its
environs. If the castle had a town attached, English settlers would arrive
with the lord and begin setting up homes and shops within the town
walls,

Inside a Castle

While a walk through the ruins of one of Edward’s fortresses
today might give the impression that a medieval castle was a drab and
gloomy place to live, this would not be entirely. true. While a castle
certainly wasn't comfortable by modern standards, it did represent the
best that was available at the time. Medieval man had the same
appreciation far bright colors and cheerful surroundings that people do.
today, and took considerable pains. to imprm.e the livabillty of his .
dwellings. -

H

-THe intertor walls of the castle were only. rarely left as bare
stone, They were often whitewashed or covered with gypsum, plaster,
sometimes with-a type of wood paneling or wainscoting. Red, blue, and
green wall paints‘might have been used as well, though they were no
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rains were insufficient and the smell got too bad, some unfortunate

oy -—
-

"doubt rare and expensive. Attistic painting on the walls ‘was: more
common; murals being quite popular. Colorful tapestries and Banners
could be found in many places, having the double effect of adding
brightness to the room and helping to ¢t down on the evér-present
drafts. And when the season was right, every hall and room would have
one or several bouquéts or wreaths of fresh flowers, coﬁggtcd wild in the
fields or perhaps cultivated in the tzdy"é rose garden. Like the banners,
the flowers did double duty, adding ¢heer and at the same time helping
to mask the smells that went with primitive sanitation methods.

Such sanitation as was available was provided by the garderobe,
og in its absence, by the chamberpot. Garderobes were stone shafts
built directly into the walls of the castle that lead either putside,
sometimes into the moat, or into a cesspit in the foundations of the
castle. A wooden seat would be placed an top of the shaft, with a
convenient hole in the middle, The garderobe shaft might extend up to
the roof to allow rainwater to enter in order to aid cleanliness, but if the

lower servant would be drafted to clean out the shaft by hand. The
garderobe would be fitted with a door for privacy and to help contain
the smell, and considerable thought had to be given during castle
design to locating the garderobes in places where the stench would be
least objectionable. The lord’s private chambers and those for impeortant
guests would have their own private garderobe cloﬁts.’ while the rest of
the castle would use a set of public facilities, Chambers without casy
access to the garderobe would have a chamberpot instead, but the
garderobe was preferred.

- Each castle had a dungeon, sometimes several, located in the
lowest level of the castle or sometimes in the base or top of a tower, but
maost of the time they were used for storing firewood and food againsta
possible siege Instead of for imprisoning miscreants. Water for the castle :
residents was provided by a large well sunk into the center of the castle,
sometimes located in the basement instead of in the courtyard;é'_l’he well
was a key strateglc point during a siege, as without a suppl};?ol fresh
water the castle could not hold out more than a few days. The kitchens




n the castle were alwaysngohenﬁnl ﬁ:e harard. and befote Edmrds =
time were usually housed in a separate bunding a good d.istauci from
the castle. By the time of the cﬂnquest nf‘wlles. huwgm@s!hecrs had

jearned how to make effective ch‘lnifr'eﬂ and the ]dtt;l;em were
incorporated into the main- ‘castle structure, maidtchmm one of

the few rooms in the castle (along pua the lord's qmm ‘which mlght -

occasionally have something like Tunning water, pmvfdktby means of
a roof cistern to catch rain water and a pipe to run it dowﬂ thmugh thc .t

wall to a basin in the appropriate room.

Window glass was still uncommon in Edward's time, hl‘s‘-ﬁnhc:
having been the first monarch to ever tse glass windows in a castle. The
more usual coverings were greased hom or thin cloth, combined with
shutters. In summier the windows weré simply left open. The first glass

. windows were mounted in wooden frames and were mobile, allowing
the king or important noble to take his windows with him as he moved
from castle to castle, checking his lands:

The tumlshings of the household tended tq be light, even for
the kinig, since they might have to be picked up several times a year
and carted toa new castle. There woulﬂbeabadforthe lord-and his
wife; a number of tréstle-tables; quite a few sturdy wooden chests for
storing clothes, linens, and valuables;: and posstbly a chiair or’ hnrn. Only.
the lord got to sleep in a bed, as a rule — the rest J"Lhe hnmehold slept
in bunks, or on thin pallets, or somgthnu lust on dirty straw on the
floor. The only other furniture of m:pmﬁﬁiﬂ_was the altar for the
family chapel, a flat slab of fine stone in a rich wooden frame, often

inlaid with precious metal and jewels or elaborate!y engraved. The usual -

floor-coverings were straw or rushes, mixed with sweet herbs to help

hide bad odors from rotting food scraps and dog dropplngs, whlch.

could be easily swept out and replaced when they became too rank.

“known, but because they could not be refreshed l:hls ny"
they weﬁ% rather repellent, and Edward's wife F.Ieanor enused' ,
something of a court scandal when she insisted on having- ﬁmoms
" carpeted with mp%mgm from her native Castile. Castle lighting was
_provided mainly u? oil lamps or rushlights made by dipping Imlmshes

in tallow; candles were an expcnslve luxury and uaed sparingly.

temporary victory at best. AS Tong ds

* the castle stood, the lord and his soldiers could sally forth at their -

convenicnce to engage the invaders. If the attacking army moved on
without first defeating the castle, it would have to give up corm:dﬁ:it'thg

g2 lands it had taken and leave a large enemy force at its back. Yet, at the

same time, if the invaders chose to Stay and hold the lands, they would
be caught in a waiting game, one that an ynsheltewd army in hostile

territory with limited supplies had little hope of winning against
Iill'mlthet army secure behind stone walls and with enough food and
-‘;{Mplles stockpﬂuq to last months,

Thgna]y my to truly take the land was to somehow defeat the
Iord ‘and his forces, which meant defeating the castle w’kaying siege to

i 1!.. This involved surrounding it with armed men, :ntd. then either

bre@kmg down the walls, or simply waiting until ﬁle peopl: i.n the
castie surrendered out of fear of starvation or fhr wme oth&ma!bn It

© was not an endeavor to be undertaken lightly, Even the most expertly

run siege was a lengthy process that cou.td hst pmcks. or more usually
months, or as long a5 an entire yem;in.a ‘cases. An army that
remained in one place for that length of time made itself an easy target

to find; if the cutie'i lord had allies, the invaders were likely to end up.
'undet attack themselves, without a castle for protection. And even if
r T1be castle’s defenders did not have friends to come to their rescue, ﬂmre, 3

Wtﬁzﬁzmﬁbus other. problems that could force the attackers lo"-'-f
abmdnp =§g siege. 'l'hw might run out of food amtmter; the

3 unsanltnry dngndlmms of the temporary camps could Tead @M
.. among thmldm pﬂhey might give up out of simple ﬁorem




Faced with the hardship&hht i :iesc lorcecl on bmh attadm and

defenders, medieval lords sought out other means to end the Conflict
whenever possible. Thé most commorl mclhod ‘was. Io:ﬂm leqders of
the two groups fo come t0 an agmmem that ﬁm castle. was not
relleved by an outside force within a cerhm chiod q& ﬁme, the

defenders would peaceably smu:rewm, saving MWW ‘deal of

trouble. This arrangemerit” dered the sensible thing to do and_.

the castle’s lord could agree to lt without any loss of Honor. Them were »

many circumstances, however, in which ‘such a gmtiemauly
compromise was not practical — if the castle’s lord had feason o0
believe that surrendering would lead to his death, for example, Hecause
he had committed treason, or because the attacking lord was not
considered honorable and trustworthy. 1f the two parties could not
reach terms, the siege would have to continue until the castle was
subded of the besiegers somehow driven off.

1
e

\ A castle siege began when the invading army moved onto the
land around the castle and surrounded i, isolating the building and its

residents from the rest of the country. It was meomnﬂqr the success
of the attack that a tight blockade be kept up around the castle, in order
to prevent the castle being resupplied and to keep informa,uou from
passing either in to the defenders or out 1o any. posslble ailla of the
castle’s lord. The first activity of the soldiers wuuld be to construct a
palisade of inward-slanting sharpened pdﬁg.;.dl uouncl the castle to
keep anyone from leaving. Next, they assemble a simple wooded
fort to house their own lord, a fort which was often similar in design fo

the old motte and bailey castles of two hundred years before. Once -'~I
these structures were in place, the army could get on with the }ob of-

dealing_ wlttt tfle castle itself.

e L,

‘JJ-\--

- The mary?al of the attacker during a' siege was to =5

somehow Eerhis men inside the castle. There were oniy ﬁme basic
. methods he mnd-.use&tmnpusn this: he could aﬁem_pt td atuml the
* castle by force; He could try to take it by subterfuge; or he could win
" through sheer st\g'bomess by sitting and mrvlmm castle-dwellers
3 Inm submission. This Jast ogﬁmi was t ;lp ‘the long nm, bm

" et

' general}y Hitest destallin e hi addition tq e v WWM o

supply, discase, boredom, and the patential for a counmlﬂﬁéﬁ this

metbod was distinetly lacking in elega’ﬁ’ée A monarch trying 1o subdue
“a rebellious baron could lose much m@gw.m if the
bamn managed to keep him af bay for manﬂn'bn.end. gwtrmthe king
eventually came out the victor. "_ Ll 2 _;1,7.1 -

i b b gy ey

au.

_difficult method. If done Successfully, the attackers would: gain thztr

the castle which could then be put to use by the victors. A saboteur
qﬁght poison the castle’s well, set ﬁres among the stores, or simply
; open up a gate to let the attacking army in during the night. The
difficulty lay in getting an agent inside the castle in‘the first place. A
- particularly clever and farsighted lord might already have a paid agent
“inside the enemy’s castle, but usually the attacker had to either find a
"'way to get one of his people inside, or else to sway the loyalty of
someonc already within the bullding, Putting a man inside meant
snmehow getting him over the wall without alurting the guards, as the
* gates of the castle were not opened for any reasna'tluﬂng a siege.

[ Ps : . T
R &%

During the siege of Chiteau Gaillard In France, one dauntiess soldier of
the attacking force gained access o the castle by crawling up a
garderobe shaft during the night (surely an act qf,mq:me loyalty).
- Buying off one of the locals, as an alteuum mfght.be easy enough
with the promise of gold, but the artackﬁfg Iord had no good way of
making the offer known to those inside the
it out to the wa!h: fol' everyone to’ hear. If the attacker were very lucky,

Taking the cattie hiough SIDIETIES bris. the Best DUkt piote R

e
,

victory at next to no cost to themselves, and with little or no damage to

, aside from shouting

some disgruntled or opportunistic local might decide to betray the

castle on his own initiative, cither for revenge on his own lord or in the
hcpe uf bemgg!vm a reward after the fact by the attacker.
~tesorted to the most common method of defeating a castle — the tme of -
- force. The main object of attack was the castle wﬂl llw?‘_ as the
gatehouses wumnlmys heavily defended, The wall cotﬂd be dﬁeﬁted by
. _going over It, gok;s under it, or going thmugg_“&r_qnd in genml all
" these methods were tried during the siege, sn:ﬁjhuxln unison. -

=Tl
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Mo lurds |a¢pea good opportunities for subtexfuge mct m“?-:




“numbers over the defenders, and even then it Was m‘hy A concerted

. factic. A tunnel produced this way could be used for two different

" badly made tunnel might collapse on the diggers before it reached far
- enough under thq '«aﬂ ‘to be effective, or might resch under the wall

gaining entry, but it was neatly always deomed to failure. un!& the
attackers had some measure of surprise and n._pylct#dmtage of
rush up the wall using long ladders with hmked m;hzﬂsgﬁs.be tried,
but it was a simple matter for the pﬁgndets 1o puiﬁ-ﬁ&ﬂadda‘s Off the *
walls, and the attackers wel while cllmblng;fhsy targets for
archers. A" somewhat more “effective method involved the usé of a 7
mobile tower, a tall enclosed wooden box with a door at the top am:i
one at the bottom and a ladder running up the center. The tower would:
be pushed up next to the wall, then a plank thrown across from the
tower’s upper door to the wall so that the soldiers could cross. The
tower protected the soldiers while elimbing, but otherwise it had the
samie basic problem as the ladder — it was difficult to get enough men
over to the wall fast enough to overwhelm the defenders.

Digging under the wall was. 'ol‘ten a very useful and effective

purposés — either as an entry point into the casﬂe for the attacker’s
soldicrs, or as the first step toward bringing the wall 6aﬂn by a method
called sapping or mining, developed in the twelﬁh century by
mercenary soldiers who specialized in besleging castles, When mining,
the soldiers would go under the wall but notall'the way into the eastle;
after digging a few feet under the far side of the wall, they would leave
the tunnel and then fill it with timber and brush soaked in animal fat
and oil. When the kindling was ignited with a torch, the wooden
tunnel supports would catch fire and bum, cansl.ng the tunnel to
collapse and bringing a section of the wall down with it. When done
properly this was a very effective method of breaching the castle wall;

but it was fiot without its limitations. The biggest problem with

" t-.umellng W that it was useless against a castle built on a solid wck: 31

r:mnda or surrounded by a large moat, which helps to explain the
popul; q! those features In miedieval castles. A tunnel used for
mining alsty had. to be properly designed in order to ‘work d —

al \ I

Going over the mlb‘was the simplesl and fastest mr.thpd for ]

Siege Engines

g el

castle residents detected a tunnel being dug (not easy, if the Starting f

point of the tunnel were concealed ima hl.lt) they were perfectly capable
of digging a counter-mine and hmaking

If the design of the castle ruled out the p:kslh;ﬁ;y.-of tunneling, -
and the attackers did not have enough of an advantage to risk going up‘ s
the wall, the last option was to go through it. This was no easy task,
given the strength and thickness of the typical castle curtain wall, anda
large number of specialized techniques had to be developed for the job.
To go over or under the wall, attackers needed only relatively simple
tools ladders, towers, shovels, and picks — but to break through nine
feet of scﬂ!:l rock and mortar required the use of the massive and

- complex weapons of war collectively called ilr.-ge engines. ¥

g O Killthe tunnelers.

Although there were dozens of types
of siege engines, referred to by a
bewildering array of names (sometimes
used interchangeably), they could all be
divided into one of.lpur categories:

. ram, tension, torsion, and
caumemeight,.m counterwelght

- Ve ; type &);

t not be large enough W 4 :hepmnturm‘napse Andi

Cemg e

engine was the only
one of these
developed in the
middle ages
(ram, tension




“having been known and used by the ancients). Several of these weapons
were little more than scaled-up versions of the common hand seapons
Z of the day.

The earliest type of wall-hreaching. deyice was, oftourse, the
battering ram. At its most basic, this was a long wooden pole held by
the attackers which was repeatedly pounded against a castle wall or

improvements. First, the pole’s striking point was sheathed in iron
(sometimes shaped like a ram’s head) for extra toughness, and later it
became pointed as well, for extra ;:_oé:net_rating power. To protect the men
carrying the ram, designers then added a mohile hutch which could be
moved in place next to the wall, keeping off the arrows and rocks of the
defenders; for a large ram, this shelter migh'l hold up to a hundred men
at once. From there, the next step wis to mount the ram itself inside a
permanent hutch, hanging it from the roof so that the weight of the
ram ‘was taken by the ropes instead of by the men carrying the pole.
The roof of the hutch would be covered with moist carth to keep the
defenders from setting it alight with flaming arrows. This innovation
had two advantages: it required fewer men o get the same effect, and it
became easier to ensure that the ram struck the same spot on the wall
cach time it was swung. ;

OFf the four basic types of siege engine, the ram was the only
one that did not operate by throwing ammunition through the air, and

types harnessed another source of energy: torsion devices employed
twisted ropes, tension devices used stretched ropes, and counterweight
engines took advantage of gravity for thfowing power.

device which came in over a dozen slightly different varieties. The basic
structure of a catapult consisted of a wheeled cart carrying a large
winch-like device, attached to which was a long wooden-arm with a big
buicket on the end. Heavy rope was wound tightly around the arm of

3 = - = , ‘-

door to try to knock it down. This primitive kind of ram proved uscless
against modern castle walls, however, leading to additions and

that was powered solely by human muscle. Each.of the other threc

The most common siege engine was the catapult; a tossion

- cocked with a winch that threw

- another tension-
“based siege engine,

e

-useful for picking off
_ defenders than

the winch to provide pulling power from the resistance of the twisted
rope. The attackers rolled the cart up.to the wall of the castle,_iﬁded a
large rock (usually between ten and fifty pounds) into the bucket on the
‘énd of the arm, winched the arm back, and then released it; The arm
would spring forward and strike a stopper bar above the wlm:h. sending
the rock flying at or over the castle wall, With luck, the rock would -
knock a hole in the wall, or at least smash a .
few of the defenders waiting on top of it It -,
usually took several hits in one location to " g
have any real hope of breaching the wall

with one of these devices, but a catapult i
nlmnned by experienced soldiers. could :
fire once every five minutes or so while
ammunition lasted, and rocks were easy to
come by.

_ Tension devices were essentially
- large bows mounted on wheeled carts, The

balista was a huge crosshow

4 long and heavy spike. It was
less effective than a large rock
at damaging castle walls, but
it was dasier to alm well,

and woe to the
defender who

took a direct hit. =
The ingenious

springal was

although one more

flattening castle walls. It
featured a rack of arrows




d atm angle, point ap toward the cas _"."“ igon a flat flexible
board or thick reed mat. When the board or mat was winched back and
then released, the spd.ngnlﬁred mhnpresslw mofmi;sﬁesm at

once.

The last and most magin, !
counterweight device, o fwlﬂeh ucbnmlet wa! the

Its basis was a wheeled cart onwﬁi:h was mounted smgeming'm'y Ilh;‘f'

“a huge see-saw, with a long pole— the throwing arm — mpendad ona
fulcrum. On one end of the throwing arm was mounted a very hﬂv}*
permanent weight; the other end would be winched down to ﬁmmd
level and loaded with ammunition, usually a rock weighing up to five
hundred pounds. After the uehuchu"ms almed, the loaded arm would
be cut frée and the heavier weight on the other end would snap down,

throwing the ammunition into the air _with great force. A trebuchet was
a serious: threat to a castle if there were enough good-sized rocks

~ available to keep it supplied with ammunition, as it could handle
missiles ten times the size of those an ordinary catapult could hurl. It
" could also be eousistenﬂy aimed with greater precision than a standard
- catapult, as the ropes which powered the smaller device often stretched,

' reducing their accuracy. Furthermote; a trehuchct could b operated in
the rain, where a ropé-powered machlne was rendered useless because
water would make the ropes slacken until they no 1oqger hﬂd emmgh
tension to function. iy

The lords usually instructed their engfneen to build the siege

: .cngines on the site from the materials at hand. If the lord had -.nougl: :

horses, however, the siege engines might be partially assembled before

‘hand and then put together from the partial pieces upon arriving at the.

- battlefield;, which would give the defenders less time to prepare. The _.

- ™

B sﬂldWopualqd the siege engines often becamé quite fond of =

bestowed names 01:1 lhnmsuﬂb ” 'W“

creaﬂ:vltyj A &ebuchet in pm-tkular pms cagable of hu:ﬂﬁg éumal ;

- missiles over a emle wall — dead horses amiﬁ;tle, Ior:exa;ﬁple. In
" addition to the psychological eﬂcél this pr

) : had “on the castle’s
defenders, there was always' the chance Mﬁwmmﬁt spread
disease within the walls and bring about a qﬁlcku:.md to the siege.
Another especially Innovative use for a ﬁltapult wértn launch the
heads of slain enemles into the courtyard, or even their entire bodies, lf*::
“the attacking lord were unusually sadistic, the pnsancrs might be
loaded into the catapult while still aliveé and faunched screaming into’

the air; few, if any, would survive impact: Such terror tactics were not

: the only psyehological weapons in use' duﬂng sieges, either; a common

@t;bnique was for the attacker to have a priest excommunicate
everyone inside the besieged castle In the hope of starting a panic.

- Castle Defense

Since medieval armics could not travel vcry fast, nor in any

mar sev:re;:y, ‘word of their approach would al‘ways reach the castle

51123(1 of the soldiers themselves, This gave the lord time to prepare for
~ the siege, which would be used to gather extra food am} firewood to
mpplemmt the stores, to herd livestock ‘Into: ﬂle::murlyatd for
additional food if necessary (and iuaep the enemy from slaughtering

- them tp feed his troops), and to get as man)' of rugord s people within
" the casﬁe walls as wnuld fit. :

The lord wmld then b:gln cons mdfmn of large wooden
stuctures on top bf the castle walls called hoardings. A hoarding was.
ﬁsenﬂally a timber hut built so that the floor hung partway out over
 the castle wall, with hatches set In the floor. Any besieger who got too. |
dgiejolﬂit wall beneath a hoarding found himself targeted by thatnen'
“within w‘h-would drop boulders or shoot arrows down lhmugﬁ« -

.ﬂqo_r_ 1 Helghl"iﬁ! one of the biggest adwmtap of t&eaustlc :

5 uremﬁvtﬂes intﬁcene.mymmp such as nmmnmmﬁfnm

a siege; the top of the walls gave an mﬂllmm&eﬂo!

WS e,




" really the only way that the castle dwellers could take an active part in
its defense, since opening up a gate to sally forth. and engage the

enemy on the grotmd would be‘an: ﬁégﬁpn:}g;% The size of
the garrison in a typical baronial castle was only thirty to forty men,
while a royal castle might have one or two hundred, at most; and the
attacking army usually numbered “in  the thousands. Despite the -
inequality in numbers, however, the defensive capabﬁlﬁﬁ'oi the castle.

usually gave the advantage to the besieged. During the 1294 rebellion

in Wales, for example, thitty-seven men successfully defended Hadech %
Castle against the entire Welsh army. 5

The primary means of defense for the castle was the bowman,
who tight use elther a crossbow. or the famous English longbow. The
tops of the castle’s walls would be mat?_e of alternating walls and
openmgs,'called merlons and embrasures, respectively, so that the solid
sections provided good cover for the bowmen, while the openings
allowed them to fire down at the enemy. The towers and the walls of
the keep were full of narrow slits, or loops, through which arrows
could be fired, the sides of the slits flared outward s that the archer
could have maximum protection with the least possibitity of the walls
interfering with his shot, It was standard practice 1o keep a bow and
arrows in every room in the castle, for use in case of atfack.

Most castle lords stocked up on crossbows instead . of
langhows, because they could be used effectivﬂy by. almost anyone,
while a longbowman was the pmduct_m years of nai'nh'lg._
Edward’s castles, however, tended to be manned alimost exclusively by
longbowmen, as‘mey could get uﬂ' ﬁve arrow shots in_ the time it
would fake & man to-load and fire'a crossbow @ single time. Since
' Edward mukf take his pick of the trained soldiery uthiskipngdom. he

i o e o wory about sunning St of ained TS

| mmﬁorlfj“m“ﬁmt advantage in s milary a

= Ly

Castlc m&e’ﬁu who weré not able to ﬁ.re aboﬂ@kisull
contribute to the defense — anyone over the age of seven or 50 could
a hoardis a ; other things could

o
y

drop rocks from &

2 -

= h dmppedsuaightoﬂﬁn&o!thewaﬂsoromnfﬂ:ekeepwﬁd isee T
as well; the stone at the base of the walls, called the batter, was often
“built to slope so that anything throw;'idmm anto it would bounce or

*splatter outward to hit attackers many feet away from the wall. Despite
popular legend, neither boiling oil nor hot lead were om@ if they
were ever used at all — both wetthnonexpensﬂve.llgwng water was
the liquid of choice, though the defenders might also throw exerement.
or uriné down on the besiegers. Other options included hot sand;
which worked its way into chain mall, burning the wearer and
requiring extensive effort to remove. It could also be used to foul the
workings of siege engines, Quicklime 'was - another substance  that
h’gmcd anyone it landed on, and was capable of blinding if gotten in
‘the eyes.

The two most serious threats to the safety of the castle were the
- miners and the big siege engines, the trebuchet In particular. A castle
_"v-_‘-_ibullt on tock was safe from mining, but without that protection the
:4-'.;'-qe{enders could only try to locate the tunnelers before they finished
 and sink a counter-mine to stop them. If the miners were careful to
" hide the outward signs of their tunneling, the only way the castle
~ dwellers could locate them was through the use of prlmlﬁ\?e vibration
detectors — usually pans of water set out on l;he ground, or small
children with sharp hearing sent to wander the basement of the castle
“and put their eass to floor every now and then.

The siege engines represented. several different types of threats.
In addition to the straightforward use of these weapons to break down
the walls, catapults, balistas, and springals could also be loaded with
flaming. missiles —arrows or rocks wrapped in ofi-soaked rags and set
aiiyat — to be fired over the castle wall. Although the stone walls and .
~keep would not burn, most of the other buildings in the castlewqd::_',
ére of wood, sometimes roofed with highly fammable thateh, and
& a good amount of dry straw or nmhes};gtwed;mmd
 on the ground. Furthermore, the defensive hoardings were. made of
" timber and therefore susceptible to this sort of attack: Fire and smoke
¢ could kill um@%:m people and destroy precious. stores of food,
hod :




B s
irewood, and weapons. M oj course, the hurlh:g'or ammll and |
human corpses over the walls presented the threat of disease, “which
gould spread like wildfire arm:mg the overu'owdlzd andﬂ&m underfed

i

‘esieged castle residents. e L

The best defense agamst ﬂn‘.ﬁese eﬂgines\m&elrrmm o‘i o
sizable ditch, or better yef, a moat. Once the drawbridge was raised, &
wide moat completely prevented the use of battering rams and siqu
towers against the walls: It could also keep the catapults and trebuchets.
far enough away that precise aiming became impossible and that the
increased distance weakened the impact:of their missiles. To deal with
the moat, the attackers had to elth,e: drain away the water or find some
other way to cross. Draining the nmnr was a major engineering task, so
the attackers usually tried to cross the water instead by throwing in

~ timber, brush, rocks, and earth to make a- bridge: The defenders on the

. wall would go to great efforts to prevent this, forcing the bridge-builders

" to work under the shelter of movable hutches at all times or be killed.

The siege engines could also be attacked directly by several
‘means. Any engine that managed to approach the walls might have
sand or water dumped on it, both of which could ruin its workings at
least temporarily. Since the engines were made of wood, they were
subject to attack by flaming missiles from the castle, as were the

" hutches which protected the attacking soldiers from arrow fire. Another
tactic for use against a siege engine that got 100 close was for the
defenders to thrown down weighted mp&*ﬂﬁl hooks attached, in
hopes of being able to grapple the engine and tp it over, which usually
ruined it. And sometimes the castlc would lmne siege engines of itsown
to use against the attacker, although' their source ‘of ammunition was
likely to be limited, The engines of the attackers were a favorite target 3
for the engines of the defenders, and the dead-anlmalmd-'pnsanqi'_":
tactics could be used u]mlly well by both swes n& could ﬂaminx :

missiles.

* fighting force like the one the klng

7 cannon fodder. ‘1

 consist of a suit of chain mail, made of hundreds of thousands of close-

2 Analmyintheﬁmeofﬁdnmﬂlheidelmerthréebf(our
classes of soldier, depending on wmmar the a,my was 4 professtonal

G"@ ‘rmnegrqwn group
such as a lesser lord m]ghrcbmmand The elﬁﬁ'wteﬁ of a professional
medieval army were the knlghts, nahles tmlneﬂ i boyhood for -
combat on harseback. Although learsomtﬁghm knlg!ﬂ: were always.
few in number and very much deslgned for attack, not defense; they
_were therefore not much use inside a castle during a siege. The bulk of
the medieval army was composed of the men-at-arms, professional
soldiers who might be loyal to the kingor lord, or who might be hired
mercemnes, loyal to whoever pald them. A large number of support
1roops were also a necessity: engineers, blacksmiths, carpenters, cooks,
dmvus anctthe other miscellaneous pmonnel needed to keep the army
I'ed and supplled A smaller or more d:s;!rate army might also have
mﬂma. peasants drafted for an emergency and usually regarded as

£

Orﬁy;‘_i‘:;'wgm could be guaranteed to have armor for battle,
thanks to the high price such equipment carried. His armor would

“set steel rings riveted together to make a solid fabric, plus a solid metal
~ helmet, a shield of wood bound with leather and nmuned with steel,
“and possibly small pieces of steel plate at the shoulders, elbows, or
knees: (The all-plate suite of armor would not appear for 4 century yet.)
The mail suit included a hood or coif and a ed mittens to protect
the hands. Chain mail was very good at stopping & sword cut, but not
very good at sbsot:lﬁng the crushing blows of a mace or at stopping fast-
mavlng m:aws or ‘crossbow bolts, making a hail of arrows from the top.
of icﬂ‘]t wa.ll‘l daunting prospect for even the bravest of lmjghts W

-
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oﬂeﬂtn a pmningot

Figure represemlng the- mﬁ?’n&m

swallows, ot “hirondelles” " in French, Ss‘hls symhor mmd heraldic

" designs began ta achieve md&w“wm c,msaw, when
knights from different munt:les regulaﬂ:rdmm sywﬁdswtms
their homeland o allow coumryn;eq 1o recognlze thgn Later, when
the symbols became more mﬁk}ﬂ’ﬁﬁmﬂ. they préveﬂ tusefulaml for -
identifying specific knights. after a particularly gory ‘battle (servms
‘much the same function as “dog tags” in a modern army.) Bumuaily
each symbol became associated with a particular family, and the. coatof
arms wis handed down from father to som. Embellishments were‘added
as time went on until the designs became 5o elaborate it took a great
deal of training to be able to aread® one and understand what each of
the symbaols signified.

Knights fought from nom.back. with their trained and viclous
- war-horses taklng part in the combat. The most powerful weapon in the
: l:nlght s arsena] was the lance, a heavy shaft of wood up to eight feet
 long, with a sharpened point sometimes sheathed in metal. The lance
" could only be used from horseback — the knight wohld “couch” or
~ brace his lance and then send his horse dmglng at the enémy, ‘which
added the horse's momentum to the force of mm An unarmored
foe would be run straight through, while an armored one might be
~‘knocked off his horse — or else the attacker's fance might snap, a
© COMMON GCCUrrence.

,'t,

A knight unhorsed or relieved of his lance would then begln
fighting. with his sword. Medieval European swords were slmple

. (:ross-shaped hilt, Swords were ahnriys ;wms"

fashion — for example, a knight of the Anundell rnmuym&'z use

straight double-edged blades about three to four feet in

4

,—-- f

- while the kﬂmme& ‘_eHecﬂVe Yol ﬁasny aghmu- “the

bowen and men-at-arms were the real heart of the mﬂﬂéﬁ!‘jnny,”%

l'_puﬂmlatly when a castle mﬁe*uﬂﬁﬁ:‘iﬁ&ﬂ m fighters were of |
: peashntsmck.sonso{fanners :

mghtleavghome to
‘find adventure or fomme, or because of a ﬁmﬁy arswnmh’oi bcause -
the family had too many mouﬂ:ismﬁwd.,;d;ﬁ a higl ¥ !

)

chain mail hauberk (a long Mmﬂh armor if he were wejl-oﬂ' =
or his lord rich and generous, but- more Lommmly wm\. tough leath A
~armor, called courbouilli, instead. Courboullli was made by bomng
leather in wax, then molding the warm soft. leather into the right shape
and letting it dry until stiff and hard. A drafted peasant typically had no
2 emor at all; if he were very lucky, he n:ught have a suit of thick quilted
: Cl’ﬂh to Effo:‘d him some minor proiectinn

ar




herefore easier to wlinl;di’ f

o afford, anttle;xeﬁ we:é mn'dlﬁ d™
versions of the common tool hatchet, a single or double-headed blade

on a short wooden handie. Somietimes one side of the blade would be

shaped into a pick or a hook inste 'm omﬁﬂm m@‘ ancient

and common weapons, ‘were long wooden-shafted weapons topped.
with a sharp metal  head. The- pl_ea:m was W _flnpg-shnfled -
weapon which came in dozens of Variéties, most similar to a very long-..
handled axe or an elaborate speir. The polearm head might be I_Ialude_(_i:'.l"._ 2
spiked, or hooked, and the shaft wotld often be bound with iron to
help prevent breakage. :

b

The weapons of the dra!gadpeasam were the cheapest andl
simiplest available, A peasant mi?g}ﬁ'qimply.gu_ off to war carrying his
farming implements as a sort of primitive pflearm — scythes, hoes, .and
picks could all be used as weapons, in a pinch. Some peasants might
carry a hammer, of maul. Slings wer_éi_con}mon as well, and shepherds
were often already adept at their use from chasing predators away f rom
their flocks. Sometimes the slings would be mounted ona long pole for
extra range and throwing power. As a rule, however, peasant levies were
intended more to be living shields for the important fighters farther
back in the ranks instead of actual warrors, and their gear tended to
reflect that.
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. Life and Society

The early middIE ages, covering the period from

1150 AD. to around 1300 A.D; wete-a time of

growing prosperity for England and Europe. -

Technological advances such as the water wheel

15, (used to grind flour) and the great plough '

enabled more work to be tone by fewer laborers so that more land: -
‘could be farmed, while the stabllization of governmental stmch.;rg-iﬁ?_l:
the increase in international trade led to/greater national wealth: All of

- these developments contributed to the growth in importance of the

~ towns over the farms during the middle ages. At the same time, wars in

- this period-were few, localized, and not very destructive, at least as

~ compared to the era just past and the one that lay just ahead. The

I_‘_i'tmnbinatmn of more food and fewer deaths in combat led to
* population ‘increases all over Europe, and the growth in trade between
. countries disseminated both niew goods and new ideas to distant lands.

e =

. England’s economy was almost entitely agrarian during the
~middle ages, -the-muhtrfs' main source of revenue being Its famous
‘wool, usually shipped to clothing mills in Flanders. Every farmer of any
size kept a flock of sheep, and the flocks of the larger landholders might
contain thousands of the woolly animals. It was commonly said that
there were more sheep than men In England during this time period.
England also exported a certain amount of grain each year, mostly to:
the king’s lands in Gascony which In turn exported large quantities of
wine to England. Thls two-way trade was of great importance to both
‘territories. England had almost no native industries at the time, aside

‘from & very small domestic cloth ndustry and the i
mds'i@éfcoimrucu . Barter was still the most ¢
comm ng the peasantry, while the nobles. ¢

s
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 king's iugticéin case of @ quarrel with that lord, and could move away

*access to the ungfsmmt in case of an a:gumgy:_mﬂlmen lord, but in

s e I e L L e S r
Most members of the English nobility in the middle ages coulc
read and write at least a little and do almple sur_ns,_lord aqd,lg'_ﬂtt_s._hoth.
By the standards Of the' day, however, a mani was not considered
wliterate” uniess he was geniuinely learned, able to read and speak Greek
and Latin, and conversant with thé major philbsophies; and fés nobles
had the time or the inclination fae that much schnm?h!p They were
therefore not often writtert ‘of as being literate in the records of thq.
time, although by modem standards they were not truly illiterate the =
way the peasantry almost all were, In fact, most of them could read and 2
write in more than one language, as an English lord's household of thé
middle ages could contain native speakers. of three or four different
tongues: Among themselves, the nobility spoke a version of French, but
with their servants and peasants they used English. Particularly literate
nobility, seholars, and clergy might converse'in Latin, and in some areas

remnants of the older Celtic and Gaelic to:-@ues were still In use.

T -

1

In theory, everyone in a feudal society was either royalty, a
noble, or a peasant. Medieval reality, of course, was nowhere near that
neat. The growth of trade and commerce created 8 middle class of
wealthy merchants and skilled artisans that had no place within the
strict feudal order, nor did the common and essential medieval
profession of mercenary soldier, and both the noble and peasant classes
contained important subdivisions that had a major effect on an
individual’s social standing.

At the peasant level, a man could be either a .freeman or a serf, :
-a classification that was passed on to his _chudmﬂ. A fr_eem;ﬂ owed :
taxes; rents, and possibly military service to his lord, could call on the

to-a different areo if tithgs became oo hard for i, 4 serf, on the ™7
other handy was a semislave — he was bound 10 the lands assigned (o
him by his ford and could be punished if he tried to leave, But a serf
als owed o' laxes or money rents (though he owed 1abor to his lord)
and could not be drafted to fight In the lord's quarrels. Serfs had no

A

Ji ¢
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gal dealings with other peasants they had the san!i.e rights as freemen.
Which status was preferable depended on the temperament of the lord
- and of the individual peasant; under a i:lrid{ lord, a ;sgr{_cqt_'lld'éasily

" become more prosperous and content ﬂh’ﬁujm&fﬁi Gaiag

MR &

' Among the noble class, the chief distinction was between the |
Janded and the unlanded. Under feudal law, the entirety of a noble’s
lands and assets passed to his eldest son on his death. Younger sons -

“thus had to depend either on the charity of their elder brothers oron
~ their own-skills for their lvelihood. Since a noble’s primary duty 10 the
king was to provide military ald, his sons were trained for knighthood
from an-early age. This made knlghterrantry the natural occupation of
“young noblemen who could not or would not enter into military
service in his elder brother’s househald. A skilled knight could easily
- find employment in the house of a noblentan without an heir, or with
more troub_lé than his sons could deal with. A knight who distinguished
: hlmself Iin"the service of heirless nable might end up marrying the
lord’s daughter and thus gaining lands of his own, which was the
"_!.iidji_iate goal of all unlanded nobles. Allernatively, a knight-errant who
- sought senflre‘_with the crown might, if he were sufficlently loyal and
~ talented, manage to earn a grant of land from the king himself,

The status 'of women in the soclety of the middle ages s a
matter of some controversy. In the Saxon shites of England before the
time of Willlam the Conqueror, women were considered the equals of -
men in nearly every area. The arrival of Nomman feudalism, with its:
| depgndence on military might and ts strongly male-dominated flavor T

of Christianity, brought about a decline in both the social and legal
statiis of females; for example, women could not inherit property, and |
~ Norman law expressly permittedd a man to beat his wife: The literature

of tf me of : pﬂhtts:\wcryh!cak portrait of lheﬁfcapmperwm"‘m;;
in_the middie ages could expect, but it should be remembered that the
|| vast majority Bf the writers of the time were male clerics with a strong.

religious bias against women. Less subjective records of the tirie paint a
somewhat different picture of the role of women in feudal society, a

1ole both more active and more positive than what is Usually portrayed.




ale chitdren of nohlmbﬁlh Imd no, mtus at aﬁ. and T e,

Unlike their brothers, who were kept busy. learning ﬁghﬁﬂg‘ﬂdlls
military tactics, and administration, the gms ha&lju{gmmpy their
time aside from embroidery amr’iﬂnﬁf hdxllkfw ‘When a girl
married, however, het Jevel of power changed: ca ﬁﬁm noble-

botn brides were given @ porﬂqnof:ﬁadi i'arhu:% lmdm wedding gift;
‘belonged 0 her husband, thelr

although these “dower lands” -[ggnﬁy
staffing and administration: mte!t with the woman, and in general she.

kept most of the profits from them as her personal wealth.'rhewifeoh '
medieval lord was anything but a pampered pet or helpless pﬁwnet of

her husband; She was a hardwaﬂ:;u; and vital member Of the
houschold. Her duties did not e the raising of her children,
however — that task was left to th . who was expected to see not
onljr.to the children’s physical needs, but their emotional ones as well.
The Lady’s tasks included making sum,evﬁyone in the castle was fed
and clothed, keeping the castle weil-ﬂodied and in good repair, and

' hiring and supeMsing the castle staff. She also wsually acted as her
3 hushand’s bookkeeper, tracking upenm and seeing that merchants
.'_amtwotkmcn were paid. ®
A feudal lord’s wife could come to significant power in another

wily as well, It was usually the case that a girl was married off as early as
age fourteen, generally to a man thirty or more years her elder. While

" this custom was hardly conducive to ramance, It was not without its
advantages for the bride; she could usually expect to be a widow within
a decade or less;, at which time she gained control of her husband'’s
fands and wealth until her eldest son reached legal maturity. At that
point she was free tn make another match, if she wished, with someone

perhaps mare o/ her liking than her first husband. Widowhood could

bring conslwe pulitlcal pomar if a Jord died before his heir was of -

legal wge; his wie became her son's regent and. could mgmyrépmr;f,

her husband and hﬂﬁds in the king’s court. The histories of the:
period have many examples of noble wives aeﬂng‘ﬂl ‘the place of theit

husbands and mfmmidmble po}iticai mﬂuen:e. 3 '.’a‘
\ Ty _ ,
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: thquqh 0 uWe positions were often’ passed along mttdg‘.t'he same

divided: lngm “deépartments,” each headed by aspé’ﬁﬁpaﬁw eld

: the great lﬂl, ttlg chamberlain for the chambeq (Ilvl;ug it

The proper maintenance andadeﬁéﬂse of a bawn’smﬁe and

iy

J‘mds required the continuous efforts of hund 2 jﬁﬁﬂe many of
them highly skilled in their tasks. The lord's staff could be :gumd into
two rough groups: members of the hous:hﬂ.;ggq '

Py

snmson T a N.f:‘.E.—--r s
All the professional ﬁghung men of the lord's :etinue wete paﬂ 4
~of the castle’s garrison. The permanent size of this force was not iarge__--_
a'few knights, perhaps twenty bowmen, and one or two hund@-ﬂéﬂi"
at-arms, at most. Only the greatest lords would have a garrison this

~ latge; most were substantially smalles., If the lord planned to go to war

aggnst a neighbor, came under attack himself, or was called upon to

__ provide men for a major national 'mmpnlgp the ranks of the garrison

wmld be increased by drafting peasants or hiring mercenary soldiers.
The knights were the most fearsome warriors of the garrison, although
~ they were far more useful for attack thin defense. These were generally

,E t;he lp'rds sons lii‘they were old enough), or knlghh-ﬂmnt hired by the

efch’dve and Bashy fighters, the bowmen and men-at-arms were the real
haarl of the garrison, particularly when the castle came under siege.
nm fighters' were of peasant stock, sons of farmers and townsmen

: l_'\rho might leave home to find adventure or fortune, or because of a
' family argument, or because the family had 100 many mouths to feed.

The staff for the castle Itself and its environs was about the
same size as that for the garrison, but considerably more diversified.
Like the: mm-at—a:ms the castle servants came from peasant stock. A

skilled and trusted servant had greater prestige than a simple farmer,

Tamily, “l'ﬁﬁrxgnemiom holding the same post. The workers

l:gy an ex and skilled servant. The seneschal wu:espunﬂﬂe for

usher for the mﬁ:onmg the doors and. decidi
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security of the
“buttery,” the room where ale and wine were stored. (The buttery had
pothing to do with dairy. products; tha'_ word was a corruption of the
French word bouteillerie, Hte:ally."“botﬂé—fplnce".)

These positions and the tasks that went with therh were subject

I“_'t ¥

lord’s lands and’ livestock; and the butler for the

o addition and modification by each individual ford fo suit his specific.

needs, however, and theré were a number of ‘other posts coml'ﬂon’lj

held in a large household. There might be a treasuret, to keep track of
the lord’s coins and valuables, a chancellor to do the lord's writing and
keep and interpret the law books, and a constable to keep order within
the castle grounds. A common catgh.—é]] post, especially in the smaller
households, was that of steward, who was a general all-purpose castle
manager. Sometimes the post might be divided between the estates
steward who' looked after the lands and
the household steward who looked after
the castle. Because the position: could
involve S0 responsibilities,
opportunities often arose for the steward
to profit at his lord's expense, and so many
did so that the crooked steward was a

many

common stereotype of the day. An honest
and’ trustworthy steward was a treasured
prize, and a lord might go to great lengths
ta keep such a man in his employ if he
found one. The definitions of the duties of
cach of the high-level servants were loose
and offen  overlapped, especially ‘in the
smaller housebolds, -

“The household complement. of
the castle always contained a certain
number of people - of noble birth in
addition to all the commoners. These
individuals also had their tasks within the
castle, although they were nat, of course,

were sent away from home in order to learn the duties and
responsibilities of their class, The youngest boys would serve as pages,
whose duties were primarily running errands. (oi_thg lord and lady.
Teenage boys who expected to become Knights: ﬁou!di smveas squires,
assisting the household knights and receiving lrai'r'ﬁbg'-jn the skills and
duties of knighthood in exchinge. A boy with a more scholastic bent
might instead study with the castle's priest- to prcp'x}e 16 énter a
seminary. Girls were not generally fostered out away from hamé -until
they were in their early teens; al that point, if no good marriage had yet
been arranged for them, they might travel to anothér noble's household
to serve the lord’s wife as a lady-in-waiting, thereby learning from the
lady of the house and also perhaps having the opportunity to meet
suitable husbandly prospects who might take an interest in them,
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During the carly years of the Saxon rule of England, In about

: “the 5th century A.D;, farming ‘gas ; sim_plemsfgg; edch Saxon ﬂa?
‘ 1 their

=l T 1 I
would stake out a patch of ground, gﬂyw-ﬂigltmﬁ mdlwe
fivestock until the langd Wexhaumd.ﬁd:menmhato fresh

territory. As the population lrld‘glgcdansl society started to shift to

more permanent settlements, However, this method bec: impractical
— newer, better, farming techniques had to be developed.

The first advance came when early farmers noticed that a field
Jeft unsown for a time would produce bétter crops when resown than 8
field which was continuously farm d. This led to the Saxon two-field
s;stzm, where each farmer would ternd two fields whid'x would be sown
uﬁ. alterh.!t-'e- years, the unused field being left fallow to mcovef ‘l’e:tiil'ry.
By the time of the Normans, the system had advanced further to the
" ree-feld system, where it remainéd for the duration of the Middle
s ages. Tn this farming method, each farmer’s croplands were divided into
e g]:m:g parts. In theﬁxst rotation, the field would be sown with wheat (or
% ry‘é', in sandy soil), crops that leach nutrients from the soil. The
' following year, the field would be sown with oats or barley, which are
less demanding crops, of with peas or beans, which benefit the soil by
fixing nitrogen (medieval man was quite capable of noticing the effect
these crops had on his land, even if he didn't know the reason for it.) In
the third year, the field would be left fallow, with no crops planted. The
three-field farming method kept the sofl in good enough shape that it
remained the main farming method in England for hundreds of years

. without significant change.

The farmer’s year began:in Sepwniber. wﬁeﬁ.t‘he fields. were.
1 mmed u_ndei'hh'd ploughed to, prepare for the late aq%gl_a,_m?g_.

" Ploughs wee uaually drawn by Leams.of from 0 o €lght Oxen

(castrated male cattig). A relatively wealthy. peasant. might ‘own a
. plowhoma,‘hﬁ’fhotset&quhed better feed and were mote expensive to

care for ingeneral thart hardy oxen, and so"were rare. Oxen had the
additional advaméﬁthat they could be slaughtered for meat when

they were no longer needed for the fields. V:I\ﬂ'i the ploughing was

- or rye would be sown, scattered by hand in the furrows m-ﬁy the
- plough, Next came the harrowing, during which the oxen would draw a
~ grid of wooden beams across the fields to cover up the seed, After this

work was done, almost all of the oxen would be ,ﬂwﬂnd theit

meat salted for the winter months. While mediah_lgn‘mknaﬁﬁow to -
zed), he could
produce only enough of it to keep a few animals alive through the
_winter, and it was more profitable to keep the female milk-producing -

make hay (good grass-producing meadows were much

cows than the oxen,

s During the winter months from late November to February the
farmer’s work load was relatively light. In December he would thresh
the grain ‘harvested the previous fall, and In January his cows would

~calve, and he would repair his hedges and ditches. Hardy peas and

. beans could also be sown at this tine, If the ground had not frozen.
- March brought the start of the spring ploughing season, when the

"5‘.’ second rotation fields were prepared and planted with oats or barley,
~ Next to wheat, barley was the most lmportant grain produced in
* medieval England — It was used to make the ale that both serfs and
lords drank in great quantities. March also brought the start of the
‘$pring lambing season for the shephercls. April was the time when the
less common cxaps of hemp (for rope) of flax (for linen) were sown. In
May the fallow elds would be turned under, and June was the season
for weeding the crops and shearing the sheep, Early July was the time to
mow hay from the grass meadows, and the end of july began the
harvest season, the buslest time of the year for the farmer. Throughout

late July and Augw the peasants would labor almost non-stop to cut =
and stack theif own crops and those of their lord before the fall fains
came. At the end of the harvest scason would be a briet holiday for a

' fwﬂiﬁ‘!‘g‘ feasting and dancing, before the yeax:;_qm mm

1 N, s
1 --.:is.w- '3 Afres. Toe

finished, by late October or early November, the autumn crop of whea '




 British Rulers of the Early Middle Ages

The Kings of England and the Years of Their Reign
William 1 (the Conqueror) 1066-1087

Despite his failufe to take and, hold the lands of Scotland,
* Edward's defeat of Wales and bis rule of England g‘l*«g'..wl;w‘l:‘e remain
excellent examples of the level of efficiency Norma '.J'S_q:!alisxp.could
achieve. As a monarch, Edward mever-{ost sight q'f%lmpormncc of

William 1T (Rufus) 1087-1100

1272-1307

tending 10, the adminisua;iéﬁ.-él".!ij_'s ilng‘domat t_'he‘-?@_ne Ugg a3 Wi ¥ Henry | (Beauclerc) 1100-1135 '
pursued  his goals of conquest, using his- castles as military and Stephen of Blois ===
~administrative centers of his authority. The ruins of his royal castles still ey i et
stand nearly seven hundred years after Edward himself passed on, an 2 . :
nduring monument to his reign 7 Richard I (Lionheart) 1189-1199
e i
- John (Lackland) 1199-1216
As examples of the medieval art _q[h;utle-bt!ﬂdin:m E::tw:tr-.: ; S e
! Vi ' , because time was
e i iy Edward I (Longshanks)

end, The first artillery pieces started to 'ci_iipea_r on the battlefields of
. Europe within a few decades of Eduaﬁ’s death. Within fifty years, they
. would become common, and their advent spelled the end of the castle
. as an effective defense. Stone walls were no maim‘-f'ur_me powet of
; -guhpowder and iron cannonballs. As the era of madern wufare got
underway, the castle became little more than a status symbol .ﬁ” the
aristocracy, evolving from military forts into the ostentatious palaces of
the later Middle Ages. In Edward’s time, though, no one lmew that the
dh_y of the castle’s supremacy was nearly over The king's stone
" fortresses, still impressive to modern man, must have been awe-
inspiring to the common folk of Edward's tims — a very obyious and
- striking symbol of the authority of the king. To the peasantry who lived
-~ within sight of its walls, the castle was simply power made visible.
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The Kings of Scotland and the Years of Their Reign
Malcolm III 1058-1093

Donald Bane 1093-1097

Edgar 1097-1107
1107-1124
David 1 1124-1153
Malcolm IV 1153-1165

William the Lion 1165-1214

Alexander |

Alexander II 1214-1249

A e e L L g Alexander 111 1249-1286

Margaret, Maid of Norway 1286-1290

Succession D]Spu te . scottand effectively rubsd by Edward | 1290-1292
John Balliol 1292-1296

H Interregnum 1296-1306
Robert I, the Bruce 1306-1329




The Welsh Sovereign Princes

Bleddyn ap Cynfyn

1063-1075

Trahaern ap Caradog

1075-1081

Gruffydd ap Cynan ab lago

1081-1137

Owain Gwynedd

1137-1170

Dafydd ab Owain Gwynedd

1170-1194

Llywelyn Fawr, the Great

1194-1240

1240-1246

1246-1282

Queen

Prince

Princess

Duke

Duchess

Marquess

Marchioness

Earl

Countess

Viscount

Viscountess

Baron

Baroness

Baronet

Knight

B!E!iOgraphy

Balent, Matthew. The Co of Wea Tmour
Castles. Paliadium  Books, 1989, v 1

At amumdmw.mmm

Briggs, :
Viking Press. 1983, iy

Contamine, Phillipe. Michael jones, translatur, War in the
ummmdqn:nqtmu 1d. 1984 *ﬂ‘
Costain, Thomas B. The Three Edwards: A History of the
F;I;;:igenm Garden Clty, NY: Doubleday & Company, Inc,

Davis, Graeme and Michael Hurst. GURPS Middie Ages |
Steve Jackson Games. 1992

Geddie, Jahn. Thie Royal Palaces, Historic Castles, and Stately
Hones of Great Britaln, New York: Bretano’s,

Hellér, Julek, Knights. W Schocken Books, 1982

Hindley, Judy. The Ushorne Time Traveller Book of Knights
and Casthes. London: Usborne Publishing Lid, 1976

~ . Holmes, George. The Later Middle Ages: A History of England

1272-1485. Edinburgh: Thomas Nelson and Sons L1d. 1962

* Homans, George, English Villagers of the 13th Century.

Harvard Press. 1941

Johnson, Paul. The Natlonal Trust Book of British Castles.
- London: Book Club Avsociates. 1975,

- Labarge, Margaret Wanle. A Baronial Houschold of the
m:-umh Century. New York: Barnes & Noble, Ine, 1965

Mv, David, Castle. Boston: Houghton Mifilin Co, 1977,

- McEvedy; Colin. The New Penguin Atlas of Medieval History,

Penguin Books. 1992
MCNH, Tom. E.ugmh Heritage Book of Castles. London: BT

mmmr. Matthiss. Medieval Craftsmen: Armourers.
'.Blﬂis_buumm Press. 1992,
- Plat, Colin. Medieval England: A Social History and

rchaeolog _hum:lm(,mqwﬂlu 1600 AD. London/New

suupmw.muuhmnum London: 8.1
mltd.im
- ne mnmmw.cﬂwmmmm




	lordsoftherealmengland01.jpg
	lordsoftherealmengland02.jpg
	lordsoftherealmengland03.jpg
	lordsoftherealmengland04.jpg
	lordsoftherealmengland05.jpg
	lordsoftherealmengland06.jpg
	lordsoftherealmengland07.jpg
	lordsoftherealmengland08.jpg
	lordsoftherealmengland09.jpg
	lordsoftherealmengland10.jpg
	lordsoftherealmengland11.jpg
	lordsoftherealmengland12.jpg
	lordsoftherealmengland13.jpg
	lordsoftherealmengland14.jpg
	lordsoftherealmengland15.jpg
	lordsoftherealmengland16.jpg
	lordsoftherealmengland17.jpg
	lordsoftherealmengland18.jpg
	lordsoftherealmengland19.jpg
	lordsoftherealmengland20.jpg
	lordsoftherealmengland21.jpg
	lordsoftherealmengland22.jpg
	lordsoftherealmengland23.jpg
	lordsoftherealmengland24.jpg
	lordsoftherealmengland25.jpg
	lordsoftherealmengland26.jpg
	lordsoftherealmengland27.jpg
	lordsoftherealmengland28.jpg
	lordsoftherealmengland29.jpg
	lordsoftherealmengland30.jpg
	lordsoftherealmengland31.jpg
	lordsoftherealmengland32.jpg
	lordsoftherealmengland33.jpg
	lordsoftherealmengland34.jpg

